
DES Science Fair 

Thursday January 30, 2020 

 

The science fair is an opportunity for all DES students to work on a science project at home and then 
share this project at school.  Since we encourage science fair projects to be long term, here are some 
key dates to help with your planning. 

Dec 17 Science Fair information sent home  

Dec 17 – Jan 10 Choose a research question and decide on either a team (maximum 4 
students) or individual entry.  Students may only participate in one project. 

Jan 10 Last day to register.  Return entry forms to your teacher.  Start working 
on the attached Scientific Method. 

Jan 16 Tri-folds available for pick-up in the main office, continue to work on the 
Scientific Method. 

Jan 10 – Jan 29  Work on your project and make your tri-fold – be creative! 

Jan 30 Bring tri-fold to school.  Please do not bring in any other materials until 
the evening.   We will be displaying the tri-fold boards in the all purpose 
room after lunches. 

Jan 30 Set up is from 6:30-7:00pm.  The Science Fair will start at 7:00pm in 
the All-Purpose Room.  Kindergarten scientists should arrive 10 
minutes early.  All presenters will share their results and be recognized. 

Any questions? Need help?  Need a copy of the materials?  Please email! 
bwalter425@comcast.net  

Be safe and have fun! 
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How to Enter the DES Science Fair 2019 

Each participant or team should select a science fair project that interests them, something that they 
would like to know more about.  Check out resources such as websites, the library, or the media 
center.  Here are some science fair websites, there are many others! 

https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/science-fair/en/ 

https://www.education.com/science-fair/ 

https://scijinks.gov/science-fair/ 

http://www.teacherstryscience.org/kids-experiments/ 

https://www.epa.gov/students/science-fair-environmental-project-ideas 

http://sciencebuddies.org 

http://sciencefairadventure.com/ 

https://www.ars.usda.gov/oc/kids/fair/ideas/ 

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/experiments.html 

Each participant or team should follow the steps of the scientific method, listed below.  Many of these 
steps are given in science fair resources, and they should be completed one at a time.  Record the work 
for each step using a separate piece of paper (hand written or typed) so that these sheets can be 
attached to the tri-fold.  Remember:  adults, siblings, and friends can be the assistant/advisor, the 
participants are the scientists! 

The Scientific Method 

1. RESEARCH QUESTION:  The research question is the single most important part of the scientific 
method; a science project is done to answer the research question.  The research question is 
sometimes called the “Problem” or “Problem Statement.”  Research questions often start with 
“What”, “How” or “Why” and end with a “?”. 

2. HYPOTHESIS:  Answer the research question with a hypothesis, a statement that the scientist 
proposes to answer the research question.  The hypothesis is an “educated guess,” and is based on 
some prior knowledge.  “I think…” 

3. EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN:  Plan an experiment in which to test your hypothesis.  Choose one 
method to collect your data and use a control condition where you use the same method without 
the change that you are testing for. 

4. MATERIALS:  Gather together and make a list of all the materials that will be used. 

Example:  250 ml. glass beaker 
1 straw 
150 ml. Lime water 
10 g. baking soda 

5. PROCEDURE:  Read and follow a procedure from your resources then write the procedure as a 
step-by-step description of how the experiment was conducted.  For example: “After one minute, I 
stirred the baking soda and timed the reaction to be 45 seconds.” 
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6. RESULTS:  The results are usually in the form of a statement that describes the data.  You do not 
go into any detail or explanations here.  You simply say in words what your data is telling you.  
Example: “Test plant 3 shows little difference in growth rate compared to the control plant.”  You 
can share your results in one of 3 ways: 

 Observation: Does your experiment have a smell, make a noise, or change color?  You 
can use photos, pictures and drawings to support your observations. 

 Data: Measure the progress of your experiment, e.g. length of a leaf in inches, crystal 
growth in days.  Charts and graphs are a great way to present your data! 

 http://www.easy-science-fair-projects.net/how-to-make-a-graph.html  

 Journal: A science journal begins with the date and time the experimenter starts 
collecting the data.  Entries should be written clearly and with as much detail as possible 
so that another scientist can read the journal and repeat the experiment exactly. 

7. CONCLUSIONS: Write a summary of what happened in the experiment, and answer your research 
question.  Did your data support your hypothesis or not?  If your data did not support the 
hypothesis try to explain why the results were different. 

8. RESOURCES:  It’s very important to recognize the people and the resources used in developing and 
conducting the project.  Name the people who offered knowledge or helped, and list the web sites, 
retail stores, magazines, books, computer programs, etc. that were used as sources of information 
or supplies. 

As you plan for the fair you should organize the information on items 1-8 on your tri-fold, as shown 
below.  You may use the table (NOT the floor) to display materials.  If you want to present materials at 
the fair, the safety rule is: 

Only bring materials that you could  
spill on your kitchen floor with a three year old in the room! 
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Science Fair DOs and DON’Ts 

DO participate!  Do you have a rock collection?  Do you like to press flowers?  Do you have a 

bird feeder?  Do you like to eat cookies?  If you answered YES to any of these, you are doing 

science! 

DO bring your parents!  Science is most fun when shared! 

DO use photos and/or drawings on your trifold!  We want to see your experiment in 

progress! 

DO ask for help if you need it!  We want everybody to have fun! 

DO bring your materials, if possible!  It will need to fit in front of the trifold on the table, and 

should be no taller than the trifold.  Be sure to check it at home! 

DO remember to take everything home!  After you have been judged, received your medal, 

and had your picture taken, Please take your tri-fold and all materials home. 

DON’T forget to get your picture taken at the Science Fair!  We love seeing all of our participants 

in the yearbook! 

Please DON’T bring live animals, open flames, fire extinguishers, explosives, corrosives, toxic 

chemicals, sharp objects, or items requiring special handling.  This event is open to the entire 

family, and everybody will want to explore your project. 

When you’re at the fair?  Please DON’T put any of your experimental materials on the floor or 

under the tables, and please DON’T let anyone sit or play under the table; science is exciting 

enough! 



2020 DES Science Fair Entry Form 

 

 

Young Scientist   Grade   

Teacher   

Either Individual Entry or Team Entry (please circle one) 

If this is a team effort, please enter the youngest scientist’s information above and list 
the other scientists below.  Max 4 students per team, each team please submit 1 form: 

Name   Grade/Teacher   

Name   Grade/Teacher   

Name   Grade/Teacher   

Research Question:  (How, what, why?)   

  

  

Do you need an electrical outlet? Yes No (please circle one) 

Please contact the Science Fair Coordinator at bwalter425@comcast.net if your child 

will need assistance and support during school hours.  We want to make sure that 

every child has the opportunity to participate. 

Required Responsible Adult Contact Info 

Name   

Phone   Email   


