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Principal’s Message
DAMASCUS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
ADDRESS:
10201 Bethesda Church Road
Damascus, MD 20872
PHONE:
301-253-7080
FAX:
301-253-8717
SCHOOL WEBSITE:
montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
schools/damascuses/
PRINCIPAL:
Bill Collins
EMAIL:
William_J_Collins
@mcpsmd.org
TWITTER:
@collinswj
PTA WEBSITE:
www.damascuspta.com
PTA EMAIL:
desptamail@gmail.com

I hope all of our DES mothers had a wonderful Mother’s Day last weekend.
Our Muffins with Moms event was held last Friday and we had our largest
turn out yet!
As we approach the final weeks of the school year, I want to acknowledge the
hard work and dedication of our parent volunteers and community supporters
over the last few weeks.
Thank you to our PTA for their recognition of our DES staff during teacher
appreciation week and administrative professionals week.
I have to also mention the wonderful walking fieldtrip to Jimmie Cone for our
Read-A-Thon winners! Thank you to the parent volunteers, Montgomery
County Police Department and Damascus Fire Department for providing a
safe escort to and from Jimmie Cone for our students. What an amazing day!
We recently held our annual school dance and silent auction, the Dragon
Roundup, which was a huge success. All of these programs and events would
not be possible without the dedication of our volunteers and support from our
community.
In these final weeks of the school year we have many events planned for our
students. I will be sending home a detailed list for parents and students,
which will include reminders of items that you can expect over the summer
months.
It has once again been my honor to serve the students and families of
Damascus Elementary. I hope to continue serving your school community for
many years to come!
Sincerely,
Mr. William Collins
Principal
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PTA President’s Message
As our school year comes to a close, I am reminded
of the amazing events of this school year! From
fall fest to holiday shop, Read-A-Thon to Book
Fair, and most recently the Dragon Round-Up, it
has been a year of making great memories.
These events are just some of the many programs
that the PTA has been a part of this school year.
We appreciate all of your support through your
participation and your donations of time, money,
items, and skills as we made it through the school
year.
We strive to have all of these gifts make a difference for our school and students. Many of these
gifts went to provide fun experiences for our students through supporting field trips and the fifth
grade celebration, providing cultural arts and
character building assemblies, or special events
and clubs during, before, and after the school day.

Yearbook Update
The DES yearbooks are in and they look great! If
you ordered a yearbook, expect them to come
home with students late May/early June. We do
have a few extra yearbooks left for sale.
If you would still like to purchase one, please contact Kerry Potcner at 301-252-4274 or
Kpotcner@aol.com. We will also have a table set
up at the fifth grade promotion and also at Donuts
with Dad. Once they're gone they're gone, so don't
miss out!

Some of these gifts also went to support our teachers and staff through special treats to remind them
they are important to us or purchasing items needed for their classrooms. Most recently, the PTA is
donating money to replace our school’s worn-out
laminator, which is heavily used to make classroom materials.
From our families to our businesses, Damascus
Elementary is fortunate to have such a caring and
supportive community to make all of these things
possible. We appreciate all that you do to make
our school a better place. Have a great summer,
and we’ll see you in September!
~ Christine Derby
DES PTA President

Join Us at Jimmie Cone
Tuesday, June 5
Our final Restaurant Spirit Night of the year will
be on Tuesday, June 5 from 5 to 10 p.m. at Jimmie
Cone in Damascus. Make sure to mention that
you're there to support DES! Thank you to everyone who has come out to the different spirit nights
this year and helped to make them so successful!
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Thank You Sponsors!
Thank you to the following businesses for their
support of DES!

Damascus Sports Association
http://www.dsasports.org/

Beth Caldwell Photography
Damascus, MD
http://www.bethcaldwell.com/

Helping Hands Professional Healing Arts
Stephanie Desmond
301-996-5220 / helpinghands331@gmail.com

Bright Eyes Early Learning Center
https://www.brighteyeselc.com/damascus

Nadia Moreira, Tristar Realty, Inc.
Office: 301-434-4065
Email: NadiaCadar@gmail.com

Curiosity Consignment
9870 Main Street
Damascus, MD 20872
http://www.curiosityconsignment.com/

North Landscaping
301-253-1571
Damascus, MD

Damascus Enterprises
301-253-0475
http://www.damascusenterprises.com/

Unlimited Auto Roadside Assistance
240-486-9753
http://unlimitedauto.wixsite.com/roadside

Congratulations to the New

Damascus Elementary School PTA Board

PTA Board for 2018-2019
The PTA recently elected the board for the next
school year.
President: Christine Derby
Vice President: Kristen Kloster-Grady
Secretary: Beth Walter

President

Christine Derby

VP Finance

Brittany Marshall

VP Communications

Melissa North

Treasurer

Jaime Kemp

Recording Secretary

Beth Walter

Corresponding Secretary

Laurie Murtaugh

Advisory Board

Lisa Willis & Tara Owens

PTA Website

www.damascuspta.com

PTA Email

desptamail@gmail.com

Treasurer: Jaime Kemp
PTA Board at Large:
Melody Brown
Nora Hernandez
Wendy King
Laurie Murtaugh
Melissa North
Tara Owens
Kerry Potcner
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VOLUNTEER CORNER
We’re getting close to the end of the year! Spring
is coming with many fun activities, all of which are
possible only with the help of our fabulous volunteers. I am now collecting April hours. Remember
that DES is required to submit volunteer hours to
the Montgomery County’s central office each
month. So if you do volunteer in the classroom, on
a committee, at an event, or in any other way that
benefits our school, please let me know (Christine
at derbyjc@bellatlantic.net), so it can be included
in our total hours that are submitted to the county
each month.
I also wanted to take this opportunity to recognize
some of the people who have given time and resources during the months of March and April.
Thank you to all who have helped with the Parents
Helping Teachers workgroup: Theresa, Linda,
Jody, Wendy, Kristen, Gerry, and Christine. We
have accomplished an amazing amount preparing
classroom materials for our teachers.
Thank you to Melody, Sheila, Kelly, and the staff
appreciation team who organized the Popcorn Bar
and Staff Appreciation Week events.
Thank you to Melissa for making our Screen Free
Week amazing, and thank you to all of the Dashing
Dragons runners for making our Thursday night
meet-up a fun alternative to screen time.
Thank you to our Dashing Dragons coaches: Jaime,
Jen, and Melissa, and our parent guest runners Anna, Erin, and Christine. Our student runners are
impressive! Also thank you to Laurie for organizing
Dribbling Dragons.
Thank you Ashley for organizing our Spirit Nights
including Maggi’s earlier this month! These are a
great fundraiser for our school. Join us at our next
spirit night at Jimmie Cone on June 5.
Thank you to our media center helpers: Roberta,

Theresa, Beth Karen, and Jaime. We appreciate
your help with our media classes.
Thank you to the Read-A-Thon team for all of your
ongoing work on prizes: Laurie, Jaime, Melissa,
and Christine. It was a huge success! Thank you
also to Laurie and Jaime for organizing our school
wide prizes for the read-a-thon.
Thank you to Jamie and Andi for all of their work
on the Book It! Program.
Thank you to Diane who organizes our newsletter,
maintains our website, and creates our beautiful
birthday board each month.
Thank you to Beth and our team of photographers
who are documenting our year for the yearbook,
and Kerry for her work preparing our yearbook.
Thank you to Beth, Melissa, Kristen, Stephanie,
Christine, Tara, Jaime, and Laurie who made the
Dragon Round Up and Silent Auction a success!
Thank you to all of our SSL helpers: Katherine,
Lucas, Justin, Hayden, Henry, Joshua, Roxana,
Elizabeth, Lily, Brandon, Evan, Sam, Kade, and
Emelia. Thank you for your help in making our
games a success!
Thank you to all of the fifth grade concession helpers and donators for the Dragon Round up event.
We appreciate you!
Finally, thank you to all who help in the classroom
with individual teachers and contribute their time
in ways that may not have been mentioned. We
appreciate you and all that you contribute!
Thank you so much for all that you do to make our
school a special place. It makes a huge difference!
~ Christine Derby
DES PTA President

Page 5

DRAGON NEWS

Volunteer Training Requirement
If you took the training last year, you do not need to retake it this year. It is valid for three years.
If you volunteer at school this year (including field trips), you need to bring a photo ID to enter the building. You also must complete the online training on Child Abuse and Neglect which is designed to help
volunteers be aware of signs of potential abuse and neglect and how to handle situations where you might
suspect abuse and neglect. This training is required for adults who would like to volunteer within the
school building or attend field trips. The same training is required for all Montgomery County schools,
including Baker MS and Damascus HS.
The training is available online at:
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/
The training takes about 25 minutes. At the end you will be provided with a confirmation number and the
system will send you an e-mail showing that you have completed the training. You will need to show this
confirmation e-mail to the office when you come to volunteer. If you have any questions or concerns or
need computer access, please let me know at derbyjc@bellatlantic.net and I can work with you to help you
get your confirmation of training.
~ Christine Derby,
DES PTA President

Real Heroes Don't Wear Capes They VOLUNTEER!
Join us on Wednesday, May 30 from 9:30-10:30 a.m. as we celebrate our favorite Superheroes...YOU, our
wonderful volunteers with the annual DES Volunteer Breakfast hosted by the DES teachers and staff.
Join us for a light breakfast and entertainment from our DES staff and students (all students from K-5 will
be performing).
If you have not already responded and can join us, please RSVP by May 25 using the following Evite link:
https://www.evite.com/event/03C8NF62TBBAK4PT4EPIEZMX6AT5EM/activity

Silent Auction Thanks
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Silent Auction a huge success this year. I would especially like
to thank the families that donated to the classroom baskets and the businesses in and around our area that
donated products and services. We couldn’t do fundraisers like this without you!
~ Beth Walter
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Read-a-thon Winners Walk to Jimmie Cone
On May 3, our top readers and fundraisers from the Read-A-Thon had a beautiful day for our walking field
trip to Jimmie Cone. Our Read-A-Thon was a tremendous success, and the PTA is proud of all of our DES
readers!
A special thank you to Officer Trybus for organizing our fire and police escort. The students felt like movie
stars! And, as always, thank you to our Montgomery County Police Department and Damascus Volunteer
Fire Department for supporting our school and community.
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Another 5k for the Dashing Dragons in the Book!

We had our final Dashing Dragons session on Thursday,
May 10, capping off another fun season! The students ran
more than 700 miles in training as a group. The drive and
determination of these students made it an easy decision to
let them pie us in the face for an award. Every child who
ran more than 25 miles in training had the opportunity to
pie a coach in the face. Hilarity ensued!
Bright and EARLY on May 12, the Dashing Dragons and
their buddy runners met to run through the beautiful Cabin
John park. It was a great trail, and there were even better performances. Our very own Lexis Owens finished the race in 27:25 with Eva Colella finishing just behind her at 28:43. They finished second and third
for their age groups. Amazing job girls!
Thank you to all of our families who joined us
for the race, and to our Dashing Dragons who
continue to push and hit their goals even
when it’s hard!
We’ll see you all in the fall!
~ Your coaches,
Jaime, Jen and Melissa
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Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities
Parents Helping Teachers: Friday, May 18 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. This is a drop in opportunity where we
help make copies and educational materials to help teachers. Please meet us in the main office if you can. No
experience necessary.
Media Center Helpers: School day, times vary. The media center is looking for volunteers to help with
checkout and reshelving books. You can get more information or sign up at
http://www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0E49ABA929A31-media3
First Grade Reading Buddies: School day, times vary. The first grade teachers are seeking adult volunteers to listen to new readers as they practice. You can get more information or sign up at
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0549a5aa22abfb6-reading1

Book It! Reading Program
We are so proud of our readers this year! We had 328 calendars turned in this year!! WOW! I hope everyone enjoyed their pizzas, you earned every bite. We want to give a shout out to a few extraordinary readers.
Congratulations goes to Mrs. Harrigan's class that turned in the most calendars. No other classroom was
even close to them! Way to go kindergarteners!
And CONGRATULATIONS to the following students that turned in a calendar for all five months. A job well
done!
Amy Viera

Blakley

4

Riyan Greene

Harrigan

K

Allie Kemp

Harrigan

K

Shea Obstgarten

Harrigan

K

Carter Brown

Hesse

1

Evan Kemp

Morton

K

Catherine Crabb

Rew

3

Annabelle Kemp

Rew

3

Esme Lacquement

Spiridopoulos

4
Keep reading and enjoy your summer!
~ Jaime and Andi
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND IMPORTANT DATES
May 18:

Parents Helping Teachers Group, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

May 23:

Second Grade Field Trip to Imagination Stage

May 24:

Teddy Bear Picnic

May 24:

Third Grade Field Trip to the National Zoo

May 25:

Last Day of Dribbling Dragons

May 28:

NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day Holiday

May 30:

Volunteer Breakfast hosted by the DES staff

May 31:

Spring Chorus Concert

June 5:

Spring Instrumental Concert

June 5:

Spirit Night at Jimmie Cone

June 7:

Fifth Grade Promotion at DHS

June 8:

Donuts with Dad, 8:45-9:30 a.m.

June 12:

Fifth Grade Celebration

June 15:

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL – Early Release
End of Year Staff Luncheon

Damascus Elementary School’s
Restaurant Fundraising Night

Jimmie Cone
26420 Ridge Road
Damascus, MD 20872
(301) 253-2003

Tuesday, June 5th
5pm - 10pm
https://www.jimmiecone.com/

**CASH ONLY**
Stop by for a sweet treat & support DES!
10% of all proceeds will be donated to DES

“Your Outdoor Project Experts”

Ponds



Landscape



Lighting

Design & Installation
Ponds and Waterfalls
Outdoor Lighting
Landscape Design* & Installation
Paver Patios & Walkways
Retaining Walls
Drainage Improvements

Pond & Landscape Services
Pond Clean Out & Maintenance
Yard Clean Up, Spring & Fall
Lawn Fertilization & Weed Control
Aeration & Seeding
Edging & Mulching
Tree & Shrub Pruning
Tree Removal & Stump Grinding
Mowing & Trimming & Weeding
Leaf Removal
K-9 Clean Up
Snow & Ice Management
Handyman Services

Call us today for a FREE estimate
* Fee for Design Work

301-253-0475
www.damascusenterprises.com

