
Happy New Year to all of our DES 
families. I cannot believe that we are 
beginning the third marking period 
already! The school year is going by 
so quickly. 
 
During our Read-a-Thon, students 
did a wonderful job tracking reading 
minutes each night. Our Passport to 
Reading Night was a huge success. 
Thank you to all of our teachers and 

parents that volunteered their time 
to make the event so wonderful.  
 
I have included our May testing 
schedule in this newsletter. Please 
keep these dates in mind as you 
schedule doctor’s appointments and 
other family activities this spring. 
 

~ Bill Collins 
Principal 
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Valentine’s Day Parties 
 

Room parents are busily planning classroom parties.  If you are interested in 
participating, please contact your class room parent.  The Valentine’s Day 
parties will take place on Wednesday, February 14.  Below is the timeline of 
events if you would like to celebrate with your child’s class. 
 
 2:30-3:00 p.m.— K-4 room parents and party volunteers may start room 

set up (5 volunteers per class, you must be preregistered with your child’s 
room parent) 

 
 2:15-2:30 p.m.— 5th grade room parents and party volunteers may start 

cafeteria set up (5 volunteers per class, you must be preregistered with 
your child’s room parent) 

 
 3:00-3:40 p.m.— K-4 classroom parties 
 
 2:45-3:40 p.m.— 5th grade classroom parties in cafeteria 
 
 3:50 p.m— School Dismissal.  Note that all cars must exit the bus circle 

by 3:30 p.m. and cars must be removed from the blacktop by 3:35 p.m. 
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Winter 2018 Parent 
Academy Schedule 

 
The Montgomery County Public Schools’ (MCPS) 
Parent Academy offers parents, guardians and 
community members the opportunity to attend 
workshops that provide information, resources, 
tools, and tips to support their children’s success 
in school. The 2018 winter season of workshops 
has begun. You won’t want to miss sessions on  
college and career planning, coping strategies for 
anxious children, cyber safety and social media, 
understanding Individualized Education Program 
goals, and many more topics. Parent Academy 
workshops are free. Childcare and interpretation 
services are provided at all sessions. A full list of 
courses and a link to register is available on 
the Parent Academy website at:  
 

www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/ 
departments/parentacademy/ 

 

Calendario de Invierno 2018 
de la Academia para Padres 

 
La Academia para Padres de Montgomery County 
Public Schools (MCPS) ofrece a los padres/
guardianes y miembros de la comunidad la opor-
tunidad de asistir a talleres que proveen infor-
mación, recursos, herramientas y consejos para 
apoyar el éxito escolar de sus hijos. La temporada 
de talleres del invierno 2018 ha comenzado. No 
querrá perderse las sesiones sobre planificación 
universitaria y profesional, estrategias de adapta-
ción para niños que sufren de ansiedad, ciberse-
guridad y los medios sociales, entendiendo las 
metas del Programa Educativo Individualizado 
(Individualized Education Program–IEP), y mu-
chos temas más. Los talleres de la Academia para 
Padres son gratuitos. En todas las reuniones se 
proveerá servicio de cuidado infantil e interpre-
tación de idiomas. Una lista completa de los taller-
es está a disposición en la página virtual de la Aca-
demia para Padres.  

MCCPTA Special Education Committee Awards 
 
The Montgomery County Council of Parent Teacher Associations, Inc. (MCCPTA) is seeking nominations 
for its annual awards to honor educators, programs, parents/guardians, and students who foster acceptance 
and provide outstanding support to students with special needs in MCPS. MCCPTA will present the awards 
at a special recognition ceremony on May 14, 2018, at Rockville High School. Nomination forms are availa-
ble online at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/departments/special-education/2016-2017-
SpecialEducation-NominationForm.pdf. Nominations must be received by Friday, March 23.  
 

Premios del Comité de Educación Especial de MCCPTA 
 
El Concejo de Asociaciones de Padres y Maestros del Condado de Montgomery (Montgomery County Coun-
cil of Parent Teacher Associations, Inc.–MCCPTA) busca nominaciones para sus premios anuales para hon-
rar a educadores, programas, padres/guardianes y estudiantes que fomentan la aceptación y proveen apoyo 
sobresaliente a estudiantes con necesidades en MCPS. MCCPTA presentará los premios durante una cere-
monia de reconocimiento especial que tendrá lugar el 14 de mayo, 2018, en Rockville High School. Los for-
mularios de nominación están disponibles en www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/
departments/special-education/2016-2017-SpecialEducation-NominationForm.pdf. Las nominaciones 
deben ser recibidas a más tardar el viernes, 23 de marzo. 
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Hello! My name is Christine Hoffman and I am the 
media specialist and reading focus teacher for 
DES. This year is really a transition year for the 
Media Center. The media specialist position is cur-
rently a half time position. In the past, the media 
specialist was full time. 
 
Recently we switched to an A week / B week media 
lesson schedule. Students in grades K-2 have me-
dia lessons one week and students in grades 3-5 
have media lessons the next week. Fostering a love 
of reading is of utmost importance to me, which is 
why all classes have a scheduled book exchange 
time each week. Our Media Center still has an 
open circulation policy, allowing students to ex-
change books during homeroom before announce-
ments and anytime throughout the day as long as 
students have their classroom teacher’s permission 
and Mrs. Sennewald or I are in the Media Center 
at that time. 
 
For the first part of the school year, I was out on 
maternity leave and a long term substitute was 
teaching media lessons. She found that the sched-
ule was difficult because it didn’t allow time to do 
other parts of the media specialist’s job. When I 
returned I found the same problem and I knew 
that something had to change. Now, we are work-
ing on the A week / B week as I mentioned before. 
Though this schedule is not ideal, it does allow me 

to perform the other duties required in this posi-
tion. With this new schedule I am able to support 
students and staff with technology troubleshoot-
ing, participate in collaborative planning with 
teachers, ensure that our collection in the library 
meets the needs of our students and teachers, up-
date our school’s website, and order and receive 
materials. 
 
Our Media Center’s website is updated to reflect 
the changes noted above.  The direct link is: 
https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/
damascusesmediacenter/home. You can also find 
it via the DES website under Media Center. Please 
contact me with any questions at Chris-
tine_Hoffman@mcpsmd.org.  Thank you for your 
continued support of our media program! 
 

~ Christine Hoffman 
Media Specialist and 

Reading Focus Teacher 

Staff Appreciation 
 
Thank you so much to everyone who contributed to 
the staff cookie exchange in December.  Teachers and 
staff had a wonderful time choosing holiday cookies.  
Our committee also provided the staff with wrapping 
paper and tape to thank them for all that they do. 
For the month of January, the staff appreciation com-
mittee hosted a soup and salad lunch.  

  
~ Melody Brown 

Media Center Update 
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Message from Mrs. Schmierer 
 

Hello Damascus Families, 

Firstly, thank you so much for encouraging our students to read and record their reading minutes for the 
Read-A-Thon.  To date, Damascus students have read 124,889 minutes.  That is a wonderful feat for a 
small school in such a short time.  Mr. Collins is going to be a student for a day very soon.  

If I started to thank everyone who assisted in any way with the Read-A-Thon and the Passport-To-Reading 
night, I would be sure to leave someone out, and I do not wish to do that.  I have thoroughly enjoyed get-
ting to meet many more Damascus families.  So please know that I am sending out a heartfelt thank-you to 
you all!   

Continuing in the vein of reading and how you might support the continued reading progress of your 
child, I’d like to share a rationale for daily reading.  In the chart below, you can see how much daily read-
ing contributes to building vocabulary and how students achieve.  Literate people are more successful in 
their adult lives, and isn’t that what we would wish for all our children?  The Book Fair is coming up soon 
so be on the lookout for that news.  Let’s keep our young Dragons reading! 

Yours in reading, 

Ms. P. Schmierer, NBCT 

 

Why Read 20 Minutes at Home? 

Student A reads… Student B reads… Student C reads… 

 20 minutes per day 5 minutes per day 1 minute per day 

 3,600 minutes per school 
year 

900 minutes per school year 180 minutes per school year 

 1,800,000 words per year 282,000 words per year 8,000 words per year 

Scores in the 90th percentile 
on standardized tests. 

Scores in the 50th percentile 
on standardized tests. 

Scores in the 10th percentile 
on standardized tests. 

Want to be a better reader?  Simply read. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Happy New Year!  We are off to a busy and exciting 
start.  We have had so many amazing helpers who 
have spent hours of time to put on the Holiday Shop 
in December, the Read-A-Thon in January, and the 
Book Fair, coming in February.  Thank you so much 
to everyone who has helped in so many ways!  
 
The Read-A-Thon was a tremendous success.  We 
are still counting our final totals, but the excitement 
about reading and sense of competition which led 
students to choose reading during their free time 
was awesome!  There will be prizes announced 
soon, but the love of reading is the true win. 
 
I also want to thank our Damascus community for 
all that they do to support our school.  Thank you to 
Damascus Enterprises who keep our school grounds 
looking beautiful.  Thank you to Ms. Amy Alapati 
and the Damascus Public Library, who graciously 

partnered with us during the Read-A-Thon to      
provide reading inspired crafts for our students.  
Thank you also to the restaurants who have          
supported us during Spirit Nights: Maggi’s,         
Hornet’s Nest, Chipolte, and coming soon, Ledo 
Pizza.  This is a wonderful way for us to raise money 
for our school without traditional fundraisers.  
 
Finally, thank you to our whole school community 
for supporting us by participating in all of the many 
events so far.  It is so important to our students to 
know that the school and our whole community 
care about them.  We have more events to come this 
year.  Stay tuned for the Book Fair, Screen Free 
Week, Science Fair, and more.  Thank you for all 
you do to make our school amazing!  
 

~ Christine Derby 
DES PTA President 

President Christine Derby 

VP Finance Brittany Marshall 

VP Communications Melissa North 

Treasurer Jaime Kemp 

Recording Secretary Beth Walter 

Damascus Elementary School PTA Board  

Corresponding Secretary Laurie Murtaugh 

PTA Website www.damascuspta.com 

PTA Email desptamail@gmail.com 

Advisory Board Lisa Willis 

Tara Owens 

Holiday Shop 
The holiday shop kicked off with a fun family night 
on December 4, where students and families were 
invited to shop for holiday gifts, make and deco-
rate holiday cards, and hear holiday stories read by 
Mr. Collins.  Special thanks to all our family night 
volunteers, SSL volunteers, and Mr. Collins.  On 
December 5 and 6, the DES holiday shop opened 
during school hours, giving all students a chance to 
shop for their families and friends.  It is always a 
delight to see our students so excited to shop for 
their loved ones.  We hope that everyone was just 
as delighted with the gifts they received from their 
children!  We are also happy to report that the PTA 
raised $532 from this event, which goes directly 
back to our school and students.  Thank you to 
everyone who shopped this year and a very special 
thanks to all our volunteers who made this event 
both fun and successful. 

- Suzie Thompson 



Happy New Year!  The first half of the school year 
has finished with so many amazing events.  None of 
them would have been possible without our many 
awesome volunteers.  I am now collecting January 
hours.  Remember that DES is required to submit 
volunteer hours to the Montgomery County central 
office each month.   So if you do volunteer in the 
classroom, on a committee, at an event, or in any 
other way that benefits our school, please let me 
know (Christine at derbyjc@bellatlantic.net), so it 
can be included in our total hours that are submit-
ted to the county each month. 
 
I also wanted to take this opportunity to recognize 
some of the people who have given their time and 
resources during the months of December and   
January. 
 
Thank you to Suzie for organizing and all of our 
holiday shop helpers who made the holiday shop 
possible. Thanks to Suzie, Jaime, Theresa, Kristen,  
Karen, Gerry, Lora, Jennifer, Corinne, and       
Christine.  Thank you also to our SSL elves who 
were great shopping helpers:  Lucas, Katherine, 
Kayla, Ellie, Jaden, and Lucy. This was a wonderful 
event! 
 
Thank you to all who have been able to help with 
the Parents Helping Teachers workgroup: Theresa, 
Linda, Jody, Wendy, Kristen, Gerry, Suzie, Krista, 
Elena, Jaime, and Christine. We have accomplished 
an amazing amount preparing classroom materials 
for our teachers. 
 
Thank you to Melody, Sheila, Kelly, and the staff 
appreciation team who organized the staff cookie 
exchange. Thank you also to our bakers: Gerry,   
Lora, Christine, Jenny, Lisa, Sarah, Jaime, Ashley, 
Krista, Karen, Tanya, Melody, Sheila, Laurie, 
Dawn, Wendy, Kelly, Cheryl, Teri, Stacey, Rob, and 
Kelley.  The teachers were thrilled! 
 
Thank you Ashley for organizing our Spirit Nights!  
These are a great fundraiser for our school. 

Thank you to our media center helpers: Roberta, 
Beth, Theresa, and Karen!  We appreciate your help 
with our media classes. 
 
Thank you to the Read-A-Thon team for all of your 
work organizing our event and counting minutes: 
Laurie, Jaime, Melissa, Jen, and Christine. 
 
Thank you to our helpers for Passport to Reading 
night who helped our students see the world 
through books:  Jaime, Laurie, Melissa, Jen, Tara, 
Christine, Beth, Erin, and Stephanie.  Thank you 
also to our SSL students: Katherine, Kade, Gracie, 
Hayden, Henry, Sam, Lucas, Billy, Jeremy, Chloe, 
Charlie, Cindy, Maddie, and Owen. 
 
Thank you to Jamie and Andi for all of their work 
on the Book It! Program. 
 
Thank you to Beth and our team of photographers 
who are documenting our year for the yearbook, 
and Kerry for her work preparing our yearbook. 
 
Finally, thank you to all who help in the classroom 
with individual teachers, represent our school, and 
contribute their time in ways that may not have 
been mentioned.  We appreciate you and all that 
you contribute!  
 
Thank you so much for all that you do to make our 
school a special place! It makes a huge difference! 
 

 ~ Christine Derby 
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VOLUNTEER CORNER 



Volunteer Training Requirement 
 

If you took the training last year,  you do not need to retake it this year. It is valid for three years. 
 
If you volunteer at school this year (including field trips), you need to bring a photo ID to enter the build-
ing.  You also must complete the online training on Child Abuse and Neglect which is designed to help   
volunteers be aware of signs of potential abuse and neglect and how to handle situations where you might 
suspect abuse and neglect.  This training is required for adults who would like to volunteer within the 
school building or attend field trips.  The same training is required for all Montgomery County schools,  
including Baker MS and Damascus HS.  
 
The training is available online at: 
 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/childabuseandneglect/ 
 
The training takes about 25 minutes.  At the end you will be provided with a confirmation number and the 
system will send you an e-mail showing that you have completed the training.  You will need to show this 
confirmation e-mail to the office when you come to volunteer.  If you have any questions or concerns  or 
need computer access, please let me know at derbyjc@bellatlantic.net and I can work with you to help you 
get your confirmation of training. 
 

~ Christine Derby, 
DES PTA President 

 
Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities 

 
Book Fair 
Set up: February 2 from 4-6 p.m.; February 5-9, we are looking for lots of different helpers, please visit our 
online sign up page at: www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0E49ABA929A31-book2  
 
Parents Helping Teachers 
Fridays, February 9 and 23 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  This is a drop in opportunity where we make copies and 
educational materials to help teachers.  Please meet us in the main office.  No experience necessary. 
 
Valentine’s Day Parties 
Wednesday, February 14—please contact your class room parent to see how you can help. 
 
Jump Rope for Heart 
Friday, February 23, shifts all day, please contact Mr. Lee at Joonhyuk_Lee@mcpsmd.org if you can help. 
 
Media Center Helpers 
Please see our online sign up page for more information and to sign up: 
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0E49ABA929A31-media1 
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5th and 6th Grade 
Cluster Band Concert 

 
The 5th and 6th Grade Band Cluster Concert will be 
held on Thursday, February 8, 2018 at 7 p.m.  at the 
Damascus High School Auditorium. This concert will 
include all of the 5th grade flute, clarinet, saxophone, 
trumpet, trombone, and percussion students from 
Damascus Elementary, Lois P. Rockwell Elementary, 
Woodfield Elementary, Clearspring Elementary and 
Baker Middle School.  This is a great opportunity for 
the fifth graders to meet Mr. Kamuf and Mrs. Kamuf, 
the instrumental music directors at Baker Middle 
School. 
 
The 5th Grade Band students need to be at the DHS 
Auditorium at 5:45 p.m. to practice with the other 
elementary schools.  The concert dress for the perfor-
mance will be white tops, black/dark pants or skirts 
and dark shoes.  Thank you for your support and see 
you at Damascus High School. 

5th – 12th Grade 
Cluster Strings Concert 

 
The 5th – 12th Grade Strings Cluster Concert will be 
held on Thursday, February 15, 2018 at 7 p.m.  This 
concert will include all of the 5th - 12th grade violin, 
viola, cello and bass students from the following 
schools:  Damascus Elementary, Lois P. Rockwell El-
ementary, Woodfield Elementary, Clearspring Ele-
mentary, Baker Middle School and Damascus High 
School.  This will be a great opportunity for the fifth 
graders to meet Mr. Kamuf, the Baker Middle School 
Instrumental Music Director and Mr. Doherty, the 
Damascus High School Instrumental Music Director. 
 
The 5th Grade String students need to be at the DHS 
Auditorium at 5:45 p.m. to practice with the other 
elementary schools.  The concert dress for the perfor-
mance will be white tops, black/dark pants or skirts 
and dark shoes.  Thank you for your support and see 
you at Damascus High School. 

Dashing Dragons 
 
It's almost time to start training for our next run, racers!  We are looking for a 5k 
run in our area.  If you know of a race that is local, or that sponsors a great cause, 
please send information to Jaime Kemp at jaimelkemp@gmail.com by March 1.   
 
Our next Dashing Dragons session will start in late March/early April, so get those 
running shoes laced up, and hope for some good weather! 
 

~ Your Dashing Dragon Coaches,  
Red, Jersey and Soldier 

 



 
February 5-9:  Book Fair (see attached flier for more information) 
 
February 6:  PTA Spirit Night Fundraiser, Ledo’s Pizza, 11 a.m.—9 p.m. 
 
February 8:  5th & 6th Grade Cluster Band Concert, 7 p.m. 
 
February 9:  Parents Helping Teachers Work Group, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
 
February 13-17: Bus Driver Appreciation Week 
 
February 14:  Valentine’s Day Celebrations (see page 1 for schedule) 
 
February 15:  5th—12th Grade Cluster Strings Concert, 7 p.m. 
 
February 19:  NO SCHOOL – Presidents Day 
 
February 23:  Parents Helping Teachers Work Group, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
 
March 2:  EARLY RELEASE at 1:20 p.m. 
 
March 6:   PTA Meeting, 7 p.m. 
 
March 8:  Science Fair 
 
March 9:  Parents Helping Teachers Work Group, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND IMPORTANT DATES 
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PTA Spirit Nights 
Thank you to everyone who has participated in our 
Restaurant Spirit Nights!  So far this year we have 
raised approximately $800 from the proceeds of the 
food sales.  
 
Our next Spirit Night will be at the Damascus Ledo 
Pizza on February 6 from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.  
Mention DES for your dine-in or carry-out order to 
count!  The number is 301-482-0700. 
 

~ Ashley LeFave 



PARCC Testing Schedule 
 

Week 1 Monday 
04/30/18 

Tuesday 
05/01/18 

Wednesday 
05/02/18 

Thursday 
05/03/18 

Friday 
 05/04/18 

Morning 
Gr. 4/5  Math 

Unit 1  
9:45-10:45 

Gr. 4/5  Math 
Unit 2  

9:45-10:45 

Gr. 4/5  Math 
Unit 3  

9:45-10:45 

Gr. 4/5  Math 
Unit 4  

9:45-10:45 

Gr. 3 Math Unit 
1  

9:45-10:45 

Afternoon  
PARCC 

Makeups 
PARCC 

Makeups 
PARCC 

Makeups 
PARCC 

Makeups 

Week 2 Monday 
05/07/18 

Tuesday 
05/08/18 

Wednesday 
05/09/18 

Thursday 
05/10/18 

Friday 
05/11/18 

Morning 
Gr. 3  Math 

Unit 2  
9:45-10:45 

Gr. 3  Math 
Unit 3  

9:45-10:45 

Gr. 3  Math  
Unit 4  

9:45-10:45 

Gr. 4/5  ELA 
Unit 1  

9:45-11:15 

Gr. 4/5  ELA 
Unit 2  

9:45-11:15 

Afternoon Gr. 2 MAP-P Gr. 2 MAP-P PARCC 
Makeups Gr. 2 MAP-P PARCC 

Makeups 

Week 3 Monday 
05/14/18 

Tuesday 
05/15/18 

Wednesday 
05/16/18 

Thursday 
05/17/18 

Friday 
05/18/18 

Morning NO TESTING: 
Kindergarten 
Orientation 

NO TESTING: 
EMT/IEP 

Meeting Day 

Gr. 4/5  ELA 
Unit 3  

9:45-11:15 

Gr. 3  ELA  
Unit 1  

9:45-11:00 

Gr. 3  ELA  
Unit 2 

9:45-11:00 

Afternoon K MAP-P K MAP-P PARCC 
Makeups 

Week 4 Monday 
05/21/18 

Tuesday 
05/22/18 

Wednesday 
05/23/18 

Thursday 
05/24/18 

Friday 
05/25/18 

Morning 
Gr. 3  ELA 

Unit 3  
9:45-11:00 

Gr. 1 MAP-P 
PARCC 

Makeups 

Gr. 1 MAP-P 
PARCC 

Makeups Gr. 3, 4, 5  
MAP-R 

Gr. 3, 4, 5   
MAP-M 

Afternoon PARCC 
Makeups 

PARCC 
Makeups 

PARCC 
Makeups 

Week 5 Monday 
05/28/18 

Tuesday 
05/29/18 

Wednesday 
05/30/18 

Thursday 
05/31/18 

Friday 
06/01/18 

Morning Memorial 
Day 

No School! 
MAP Makeups MAP Makeups 

PARCC 
Makeups   

PARCC 
Makeups 

Afternoon PARCC 
Makeups 

PARCC 
Makeups 

 
* PARCC Make-ups could continue through Monday 6/4 if necessary. 
** MAP Make-ups could continue through Friday 6/1 if necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 



MCPS Weather Make-Up Day Plan 
 
Letter to the MCPS Community from Dr. Jack Smith: 
 
I want to provide you with an update on the school calendar for the remainder of the school 
year. As you know, recent inclement weather forced Montgomery County Public Schools 
(MCPS) to close schools on two days (January 4 and January 17). The 2017-2018 MCPS school 
calendar includes 182 instruction days, two above the minimum required in the state of 
Maryland. Therefore, our two weather closures can be absorbed without a modification to the 
calendar.   
 
However, any additional school closures for emergency weather will result in the need to use 
one or all of the designated make-up days in the MCPS school calendar to ensure we meet the 
State-required number of days. Below is the order in which days will be used:  

• If there is one more emergency weather closure, then the school year will be extended 
by one day on June 13, 2018.   

• If there are two more emergency weather closures, then the school year will be 
extended to June 14, 2018.   

• If there are three more emergency weather closures, then the school year will be 
extended to June 15, 2018. (Note: By State law, MCPS cannot extend the school year 
past June 15). 

• If there are four more emergency weather closures, then March 26, 2018 will be used as 
a make-up day (the first day of Spring Break). 

• If there are five more emergency weather closures, then March 27, 2018 will be used as 
a make-up day (the second day of Spring Break). 

If the school year extends beyond June 12, then June 12 will become a full day of instruction 
and the new last day of school will be an early release day for students. 
 
Please Note: Given that MCPS still meets the State minimum number for instructional days and 
the proximity to the designated snow make-up day of Friday, January 26, 2018, this Friday 
MCPS will remain closed for students and continue to serve as a professional day for staff.   
 
In the unfortunate event that we receive additional inclement weather and additional closures 
are required, MCPS may request a waiver from the state minimum of 180 school days. To be 
eligible for the waiver, school systems must not only add make-up days at the end of the year, 
they must also modify the school calendar during the student instructional year to demonstrate 
a good faith effort to make up lost time. 
 
While our mission is student learning, our first priority must be the safety of our students and 
staff. MCPS will continue to closely monitor for severe weather and provide updates on any 
impact it may have to the school calendar. For more information on the MCPS school calendar, 
visit our website http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org 
 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/


YOU’RE INVITED TO OUR BOOK FAIR 

FAMILY EVENT! 
 

February 6th 

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

DES Media Center 

Join us for BOOKS, crafts, games and prizes! 
  
  

 
COME TO OUR 2018 BOOK FAIR! 

 
February 5th THROUGH February 9th  

 
Times:         Monday 9 am to 4 pm 

Tuesday 9 am to 4 pm 
Family Fun Night 6 pm to 8 pm 

Wednesday 9 am to 4 pm 
Thursday 9 am to 4 pm 

Family Fun Night 6 pm to 8 pm 
Friday 9 am to 4 pm 

 
You and your family are invited to the DES Annual Book Fair. Don’t miss 

Our fun family event Tuesday Night! We will have crafts, games and prizes! 

Join Mr. Collins for story time at 7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
Permission to reproduce this item is granted by Scholastic Book Fairs® © 2018 Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved. 14285 S18 • 300028 



 



Sponsored by the PTA      Sponsored by the PTA 

***DES READING CALENDAR*** 
February 2018 

Record reading minutes daily. 
Turn in at least 3 calendars to earn a ticket to the end-of-year ICE CREAM party! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 2 

 
3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 26 27 28    

• Students must read 350 minutes/month to earn a FREE Pizza Hut personal pizza coupon. 
• Students who read at least 350 minutes this month will be placed in a drawing to have their Pizza Hut Lunch brought in to school and have a party with fellow students!  
• The February Calendar is DUE to your teacher by Tuesday March 6th. 

 

STUDENTS NAME: _____________________________ TEACHER: _____________________   TOTAL MINUTES: _______________________ 
 

Please Check one of the follow boxes: 
____  I give my child permission to eat a FREE LUNCH if they win the drawing.  Notice will be sent home to winners on the date of the FREE lunch.   
____  I DO NOT give my child permission to eat a FREE LUNCH if they win the drawing.    
 
Parent or Guardian’s Signature ____________________________________________________ 
 

  



The Science Fair is coming! 

Next month there will be classroom visits to invite the students to participate in the science 
fair.  We provide instructions, a timeline for planning, and a display trifold.  Students 
provide their creativity and scientific expertise.  Family and friends are absolutely welcome 
to help and support our budding scientific explorers, but we do ask that students do as 
much of the science as possible.  For your inspiration, we gathered results from an 
experiment, and you, too, can 

Build your own stethoscope! 

Question: Can we build a stethoscope and hear a heart beat?  Do different people have 
different heart rates?  Do different animals have different heart rates? 

Hypothesis: Yes, we can!  Yes, people and animals have different heart rates. 

Materials:  

 12 inches of flexible tube  
 1 small funnel 
 Duct tape 
 1 medium balloon 
 Scissors 

Method: 

 Put the small end of the funnel in one end of the flexible tube. Push the funnel as far 
as possible into the tube to ensure a snug fit. 

 Tape the funnel into place using duct tape. 
 Inflate the balloon to stretch it out. Let the air out and then cut the neck off of the 

balloon.  If you have trouble cutting the balloon, ask for help! 
 Stretch the remaining part of the balloon tightly over the open end of the funnel, 

duct taping it into place. This creates a tympanic membrane (like an ear drum) for 
your stethoscope. Now it's ready to use. 

 Place the funnel end of the stethoscope over or near a person or animal’s heart and 
the end of the tube near your ear. Have a friend keep track of the time, and listen 
for 30 or 60 seconds. Ears are delicate, please do not put the tube IN your ear! 

Sample Results: 

Person or Animal Heart Beats Time Beats per Minute 

Me 58 30 seconds  

Sister 67 30 seconds  

Mother 60 30 seconds  

Father 56 30 seconds  

Stormy (cat) 56 30 seconds  

Thundertoes (cat) 80 30 seconds  

Banker (horse) 50 30 seconds  

Glow (horse) 50 30 seconds  
 

Conclusions: 

 



 
 

Call us today for a FREE estimate 

301-253-0475 
www.damascusenterprises.com 

 

 

Design & Installation 
Ponds and Waterfalls 

Outdoor Lighting 
Landscape Design* & Installation 
Paver Patios & Walkways 

Retaining Walls 
Drainage Improvements 

 

Pond & Landscape Services 
Pond Clean Out & Maintenance 

Yard Clean Up, Spring & Fall 
Lawn Fertilization & Weed Control 

Aeration & Seeding 
Edging & Mulching 

Tree & Shrub Pruning  
Tree Removal & Stump Grinding 
Mowing & Trimming & Weeding 

Leaf Removal 
K-9 Clean Up 

Snow & Ice Management 
Handyman Services 

Ponds      Landscape      Lighting 

“Your Outdoor Project Experts” 

* Fee for Design Work 




