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Hello DES families! We are just a
little more than a month into the
2017-2018 school year and staff and
students are off to a great start. I am
so very proud of how well all DES
students have transitioned into the
new school year. We have been
working hard to establish classroom
routines and determine student
reading and math levels in order to
best meet the needs of all of our students.

this year. We had a great turnout for
our first PTA meeting of the school
year. The DES Fall Fun Fest at CharLene Farm was very well attended as
well. Thank you to all of the students, staff and families who came
out to join us. It is going to be a wonderful school year and I am looking
forward to serving you, your children and our school community!
~ Bill Collins
Principal

We have many exciting events in
store for our students and families

Student Transportation Changes
A notification of any transportation changes for your child should be sent via
a hard copy note to the office to ensure the communication has been received
by the school. Receipt of email messages is subject to computer availability,
but should be addressed to your child’s teacher, Mrs. DiMarzio and Mrs.
Watkins. While the office staff is diligent
about being current with checking email,
other duties, absences, leave and computer
issues can arise causing them to not receive
notices of transportation changes prior to
dismissal. This is why we request a hard copy
note or a phone call prior to 3 p.m. should a
transportation change occur. Thank you for
helping to ensure our students’ safety at
dismissal every day.
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DRAGON NEWS

Setting the 2018-2019
MCPS School Calendar

Come to the World of
Montgomery Festival!

It’s that time of year again when the district develops the school calendar for the following school
year. Since last year, school districts across Maryland have been discussing how best to design their
school calendars given the new time constraints
placed on the length of the school year. The current 2017–2018 school year is the first school year
operating under these new rules, which are that
school cannot start before Labor Day and must
end before June 15.

The World of Montgomery Festival celebrates and
displays the rich cultural heritages of Montgomery
County and the Washington, D.C., area. The festival will be held Sunday, October 15, at Montgomery College’s Rockville Campus, 51 Mannakee
Street in Rockville, from noon to 4 p.m. MCPS is
proud to be a partner in this year’s festival. The
free event includes an international village, a global kitchen with chef demonstrations of traditional
ethnic food, a craft market, a Parade of Cultures,
two performance stages of traditional dance and
music, connections through service, traditional
arts, and fun interactive activities for the whole
family. For more information, visit
www.worldofmontgomery.com.

MCPS has been meeting with focus groups of parents, staff, and other stakeholder groups and is
seeking your feedback on how best to design the
2018–2019 school calendar. Next year, the district
will have even fewer days to work with than in
years past to accommodate instructional and noninstructional traditions.
For a more detailed explanation of the calendar, as
well as to see various examples of how the calendar
could be developed, please visit the school calendar webpage:
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
calendar/proposed-calendar-2018-19.aspx
If you would like to offer comment on the calendar, please do so using the drop box provided on
the calendar webpage.

¡Venga al Festival del
Mundo de Montgomery!
El Festival del Mundo de Montgomery celebra y
exhibe las ricas herencias culturales del Condado
de Montgomery y del área de Washington, DC. El
festival tendrá lugar el domingo, 15 de octubre,
en el campus de Montgomery College en Rockville,
51 Mannakee Street, de 12 del mediodía a 4:00
p.m. MCPS se enorgullece en ser un colaborador
en el festival de este año. El evento gratuito incluye
una aldea internacional, una cocina global con demostraciones de chefs preparando platos étnicos
tradicionales, un mercado artesanal, un Desfile de
Culturas, dos escenarios con danzas y música
tradicionales, conexiones a través de servicios, artes tradicionales y divertidas actividades interactivas para toda la familia. Para más información,
visite www.worldofmontgomery.com.
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DRAGON NEWS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Happy Fall! As we settle into the new school year,
I would like to welcome everyone back. First, I
would like to thank everyone who took the time to
send back the green back to school folders. The
folders contained so much important information
for the school year. We also appreciate everyone
who chose to join the PTA and who have offered to
help volunteer this year.
This year the PTA is moving away from our Yahoo
groups mailing list and using the Google Groups
platform. Through email, we will be able to communicate about upcoming events and volunteer
opportunities. We are also trying to send home
some fliers digitally. If you have not yet joined our

Google Groups but would like to be included, I will
be happy to send you an invitation. Please email
me at derbyjc@bellatlantic.net and I can help you
get started.
We are off to a fun start with Fall Fest and Pastries
with Parents. Still to come this month, we will be
having movie night and Halloween celebrations! I
look forward to continuing to meet all of you as the
year goes on, and I hope you will be able to join us
for our activities.
~Christine Derby
DES PTA President

Damascus Elementary School PTA Board

Fall Fun Fest at
Char-Lene Farm
The PTA’s 3rd annual Fall Fun Fest at Char-Lene
Farm in Mt. Airy, MD was another huge success!
Approximately 200 DES students and their families came out to enjoy the unseasonably warm
evening. While some enjoyed the hayride
through the picturesque farm, others tried to find
clues in the corn maze. Participants played corn
hole, competed on an obstacle course, rode on a
barrel train, made s’mores, fed farm animals, and
painted pumpkins.
Thanks again to Angie Savage and the rest of the
staff at Char-Lene Farm for making this event
one we look forward to every year!
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Volunteer Corner
Happy Fall! I am now collecting hours for August
and September. We appreciate all of your time and
effort! Remember that DES is required to submit
volunteer hours to the Montgomery County central
office each month. So if you volunteer in the classroom, on a committee, at an event, or in any other
way that benefits our school, please let me know
(Christine at derbyjc@bellatlantic.net), so it can be
included in our total hours that are submitted to
Montgomery County each month.
We are still in need of a volunteer coordinator. It is
a great opportunity to be involved and meet new
people and I am happy to work with you throughout the year.
I also wanted to take this opportunity to recognize
some of the people who have given time and resources during August and September.
Thank you to Christine and Jaime who helped welcome everyone back for our PTA Meet and Greet!
Thank you Beth for all of her work on Spirit Wear
for our school.
Thank you to Melody and Sheila for organizing our
Back-to-School night dinner for our teachers. It
definitely made a busy night more fun!
Thank you to all who have been able to help with
the Parents Helping Teachers workgroup. Thank
you to Karen, Jody, Jaime, Wendy, Linda, Beth,
Krista, Amaechi, Theresa, Danelia, and Christine.
We have accomplished an amazing amount preparing classroom materials for our teachers.
Thank you to Melissa for her work on Fall Fest. It
was a great night!
Finally, thank you to all who help in the classroom
with individual teachers, represent our school, and
contribute their time in ways that may not have
been mentioned. Thank you so much for all that
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you do to make our school a special place. It makes
a huge difference!

Volunteer Training
Requirement
Montgomery County has decided that the training
will be good for three years. So if you took it last
year, you do not need to retake it this year.
Please remember that if you are planning to help at
school this year (this includes field trips), you will
need to bring a photo ID to come into the building.
However, Montgomery County has a volunteer requirement that they feel will help to keep our children safe. The online training on Child Abuse and
Neglect is designed to help volunteers be aware of
signs of potential abuse and neglect and how to
handle situations where you might suspect abuse
and neglect. This training is required for adults
who would like to volunteer within the school
building or attend field trips. The same training is
required for all Montgomery County schools, including Baker MS and Damascus HS.
The training is available online at:
http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/
childabuseandneglect/
When I completed the training it took me about 25
minutes. At the end you will be provided with a
confirmation number and the system will send you
an e-mail showing that you have completed the
training. You will need to show this e-mail to the
office when you come to volunteer. If you have any
questions or concerns including the need for computer access, please let me know at derbyjc@bellatlantic.net and I can work with you to
help you get your confirmation of training.
~ Christine Derby, DES PTA President
derbyjc@bellatlantic.net
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND IMPORTANT DATES
October 12:

Quarter 1 Interim Reports Sent Home

October 19:

Individual Student Picture Day
Outdoor Movie Night, 7 p.m. (rear blacktop)

October 20:

Parents Helping Teachers, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

October 27:

Fifth Grade Field Trip to Strathmore

October 31:

Halloween Classroom Parties and Student Parade
2:00 p.m. Classroom Set Up *
2:30 p.m. Student Parade
2:45—3:30 p.m. Classroom Celebrations **
3:30 p.m. Move cars from the blacktop and bus circle
3:50 p.m. School Dismissal

* All parent volunteers that will be chosen for classroom set up will need to be preregistered with the office.
Set up will be limited to five parents per classroom. Class room parents will be reaching out to parents.
** EXTRA TIME FOR SET UP AND PARTY FOR 5TH GRADERS SINCE THEY ARE TRAVELING.

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities
Parents Helping Teachers:
Fridays, October 20 and November 3 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. This is a drop in opportunity where we help
make copies and educational materials to help teachers. Please meet us in the main office if you can. No
experience necessary.
Media Center Helpers:
We will be looking for parents who are able to help in the media center Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons from 3:00-3:45 p.m. More information to follow.
Halloween Parties:
Halloween party planning is starting. Please touch base with your class room parent if you would like to
help or contribute.
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From the Damascus Library:

READ TO A DOG!
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Carli Desmond was caught reading
to her buddy Kota.

Who: School-age children, especially beginners
learning to read, English-learners, readers with special needs, and all those who just want to improve
their confidence in reading skills.
What: Practice reading aloud in 10-15 minute semi
-private sessions with a rescued greyhound named
Luna, a calm and patient certified therapy dog.
Why: Improve reading skills, gain confidence, and
discover that reading is fun!
When: Wednesdays from 4:30-5:15 p.m., through
December 13, 2017.
Where: Damascus Library, 9701 Main Street,
Damascus, MD, 20872.
How: First-come, first-served. No registration
required; no younger siblings, please. FREE. Call
240-773-9444 for more information.

Little Free Pantry
Our Damascus community is running a free pantry
for those in need. They also welcome contributions
from any who are willing to give.

Little Free pantry
Open 24/7
9605 Faith Lane
Damascus, MD 20872
Give when you can, take when you need.

Room Parents
Thank you to the parents who have signed up to be
room parents and party helpers for our Halloween
and Valentine’s Day parties. However, we are still in
need of room parents and party helpers for Ms.
McDermitt’s second grade classroom. Please contact
me if you are able to assist.
Thank you,
Melody Brown
Room Parent Coordinator
melodybrown6758@gmail.com

Dear DES Parents,
Damascus Elementary School is excited to participate in the very popular, nationwide reading program called the BOOK
IT! Program.

The BOOK IT! Program is sponsored by Pizza Hut and has been motiving children to read more for 30 years. We will be
running the program from October 1, 2017 through March 31, 2018, it’s really simple, and lots of fun.

Your child has the opportunity to earn Reading Award Certificates by meeting monthly reading goals of 350 minutes per
month. The Reading Award Certificates can be redeemed at Pizza Hut where your child will receive a BOOK IT! Award
and a free, one‐topping Personal Pan Pizza. You will have 30 days from the date of the award to redeem it and there is
no purchase necessary. In addition, students who turn in calendars by the given DUE DATE, will have the chance to win
a free pizza lunch that will be delivered to the school. Students who turn in at least 3 monthly calendars documenting
350 minutes of reading, will be eligible to attend the end‐of‐year reading incentive party during school with games and
awesome prizes!

You can help your child meet these goals by encouraging them to read every day and reminding them to turn in their
calendars on‐time. If you have any questions or concerns throughout the program please don’t hesitate to contact:

Jaime Kemp
jaimelkemp@gmail.com
Andi Crabb
decademama@gmail.com

Damascus Elementary School

10201 Bethesda Church Road, Damascus, MD 20872 (301) 253‐7080





***DES READING CALENDAR***
October 2017
Record reading minutes daily.
Turn in at least 3 calendars to earn a ticket to the end‐of‐year ICE CREAM party!
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TEACHER: _____________________ TOTAL MINUTES: _______________________

Students must read 350 minutes/month to earn a FREE Pizza Hut personal pizza coupon.
Students who read at least 350 minutes this month will be placed in a drawing to have their Pizza Hut Lunch brought in to school and have a party with fellow students!
The October Calendar is DUE to teacher by Tuesday November 6th.

STUDENTS NAME: _____________________________
Please Check one of the follow boxes:

Sponsored by the PTA

____ I give my child permission to eat a FREE LUNCH if they win the drawing. Notice will be sent home to winners on the date of the FREE lunch.
____ I DO NOT give my child permission to eat a FREE LUNCH if they win the drawing.

Parent or Guardian’s Signature ____________________________________________________

Sponsored by the PTA

This is the Walk/Run to benefit the
daughter of our own 3rd grade
teacher Mrs. Weaver.
The Dashing Dragons Program is currently training to
run this race, and we would LOVE anyone who wants
to participate to join us.
Please follow the sign up information below, and if
you should have any questions, or need further
information feel free to reach out to Jaime Kemp at
jaimelkemp@gmail.com or 301-529-8205

“Your Outdoor Project Experts”

Ponds



Landscape



Lighting

Design & Installation
Ponds and Waterfalls
Outdoor Lighting
Landscape Design* & Installation
Paver Patios & Walkways
Retaining Walls
Drainage Improvements

Pond & Landscape Services
Pond Clean Out & Maintenance
Yard Clean Up, Spring & Fall
Lawn Fertilization & Weed Control
Aeration & Seeding
Edging & Mulching
Tree & Shrub Pruning
Tree Removal & Stump Grinding
Mowing & Trimming & Weeding
Leaf Removal
K-9 Clean Up
Snow & Ice Management
Handyman Services

Call us today for a FREE estimate
* Fee for Design Work

301-253-0475
www.damascusenterprises.com

