
Damascus Elementary School 

P.T.A. MEETING

Minutes

Tuesday May 3, 2011 

In Attendance: Megan McFarland, Kelly Sennewald, Kim Rosenthal, Jen Luther, Bernadette Culpepper, Jenny Gardiner, Laurie Gardiner, Jennifer Witmer, Stacey Wood, Tania Kim, Beth Hagan, Laurie Murtaugh, Christy Pomeroy, Theresa Harris, Alaina Dahlin, MaryAnn Hesseloff, Teri Trybus, Susan Kelly. 

Meeting called to order at 1900. 

Approval of agenda. Motion by Jen Luther, motion seconded by Laurie Murtaugh. All in favor, no one opposed.  Agenda was approved. 

Approval of minutes from 4/5/11 meeting. Motion by Laurie Murtaugh, seconded by Kim Rosenthal. All in favor, no one opposed.  Minutes were approved. 

Treasurers Report: L. Gardiner reported that all dispursements need to be turned in by June 23rd. You will not be reimbursed after that time. The forms are in the main office. 

Officer’s Report: 

President’s Report: Megan McFarland reported that last month 4 new members signed up for PTA. We now have 186 out of 230 families. Rockwell hosted the Damascus Cluster meeting, Mr. McGee and Megan McFarland were in attendance. The Damascus Cluster is looking for  a cluster coordinator to speak on behalf of our school, they need to find one for next year. There are several PTA chair positions open for next year, many open for October Fest; the bake sale and silent auction especially need volunteers. Need to determine fundraisers for next year, there will be a fundraising committee tom. at Megan McFarlands house. 

Vice President’s Report: Nothing to report. 

Secretary: Nothing to report. 

Principal’s Report: 

-Mr. McGee reported on staffing. The mid-March projection was sent based on our staffing/enrollment for this year. The projections show a potential for a combination classroom for fourth and fifth grade. DES staff and Mr. McGee are attempting to come up with a plan for next year. 

-DES obtained an extra resource teacher for next year. Mrs. Howard will be cut to part time and work part time at another ES. 

-Mr. McGee should know by the end of the month what DES allocations will be. If there is an increase in enrollment over the summer than another teacher will be added; even if the school year has started. 

-A. Dahlin requested Mr. McGee convey to DES staff that the PTA believes they have the best interest of the children at heart and are comfortable with the decisions they make. 

-K. Sennedwald brought up the idea of a letter writing campaign to “save a teacher”. The letter’s have been used in previous years.

-M. Hesseloff asked if DES is going to loose 2 paraeducators. Mr. McGee verified that there is potential to loose them, but it is related to students in fifth grade leaving the school.

-S. Kelly requested the leadership team do further investigation on the 2nd -4th grade math. She would like to see more differentiation in math class, more grade related. She feels it would improve self esteem and boost test scores. 

-L. Murtaugh asked how the staff were handling the news that a teacher might be leaving. Mr. McGee responded that staff feel DES is like a family to them and are saddened at the thought of loosing one of their “family” members. They continue to plan and attempt to find the best solution for staff and students.

-Mr. McGee discussed new County Superintendent and Community based superintendent. There will be a Welcome sign that the students will be making for National Police week for the families of fallen police officers. The students will be working on the sign at recess. 

Standing Committee Reports: 

Scholastic Book Fair: M. McFarland reported for J. Benson. The spring book fair exceeded expectations. Sales were $8600, the PTA gets 25%. There will be a final book fair to kick off the school based summer reading program. It will be a buy one get one (BOGO) book fair. More details to follow. 

Volunteer Coordinator: Laurie Murtaugh reported. Reminded volunteers to record hours in book in the main office. Thank you to all the volunteers. There will be a volunteer breakfast in June held by staff. 

Teacher Appreciation Day: May 1-5; PTA to plan a Cinco de Mayo Luncheon, Give staff a gift or gift card via EOD drawing. Still need desserts and other donations. Donations for staff gifts are up this year. 

Fix up DES day: Megan McFarland reported. Held on 5/14. We have 44 doors to paint an evergreen color. The county will donate the paint, our school volunteers need to donate the labor/time. There are boy and girl scout troops lined up to help. It is supposed to be the fifth grade gift back to the school. SSL hours are available, but students need to be accompanied by a parent. This will be an ongoing project. 

Kindergarten Orientation: Kelly Sennewald reported. Held on 5/20. Need volunteers. Two sessions, first from 9:00-12, second from 12:30-2:30.  No kindergarten that day. If the kids want to ride the bus, they should go to the morning session. 

5th Grade EOY Celebration: Megan McFarland reported for Deanna Johnson. Another lollipop sale will be held on May 16-20. 

Fundraising Committee: Megan McFarland reported. This year the fundraising focus was on the sound system. Next year the focus will be working on technology such as cameras and document projectors. The committee has met and determined fundraisers for next year. The Great American Opportunities will be the fall gift wrap fundraiser. We will also be doing Kidstuff, pasta and mixed bags. 

Nominating Committee:  Motion from Laurie Murtaugh to nomiate the Board of directors for the 2011-2012 school year, motion seconded by Jenny Gardiner. All in favor, motion approved. The Board of Directors include: 

President-Alana Dahlin, Vice President- Beth Hagan, Vice President of Fundraising- Carmen Moran, Reporting Secretary-Tania Kim, Corresponding Secretary-Teri Trybus, Treasurer-Megan McFarland. 

Remaining chairs to be filled for next year include: October fest-co chair, Girls on the Run; co-chair, Kidstuff; co-chair, Kindergarten Orientation; co-chair, MCCPTA; co-chair, Gift wrap; Chair. 

New Business: 

Math Incentive: Would like to develop a program for next year. Discussion ensued, will continue to discuss at next meeting. 

S. Kelly brought up summer reading program. Mr. McGee discussed the potential of using other programs such as scholastic. B. Hagan brought up the idea of doing “what’s the scoop” a program that uses a journal that students write in throughout the summer. 

Motion to adjourn meeting made by Bernadette Culpepper, motion seconded by Jen Luther, all in favor, motion approved. Meeting adjourned at 20:09. 

