
Damascus Elementary School 

P.T.A. MEETING

Minutes

Tuesday March 1, 2011

In Attendance: Megan McFarland, Christy Pomeroy, Deanna Johnson, Alaina Dahlin, Jenny Gardiner, Bernadette Culpepper, Stacey Wood, Sarah McGreevy, Jen Luther, Stacey Fort, Jennifer Witmer, Tania Kim, Deanne Tippett, Rob Bastion, MaryAnn Hesseloff, Laurie Gardiner, Ian Iacoviello, Leslie Iacoviello, Gumsook Yang, Amy Yang, Lori Gibson, Jessica Sussana, Erica Petrolle, Kim Rosenthal, Maria Delborello, Nicola Harmon, Carman Moran, Susan Kelly, Theresa Harris, Kelly Sennewald, Pam Jones, Joan Benson. 

Meeting called to order at 1925. 

Approval of agenda. Motion by Deanna Johnson, motion seconded by Jen Luther. All in favor, no one opposed.  Agenda was approved. 

Approval of minutes from 2/1/11 meeting. Motion by Stacey Wood, seconded by Nicola Harmon. All in favor, no one opposed.  Minutes were approved. 

Treasurers Report: Laurie Gardiner reminded members about forms for reimbursements. The forms are available in the office in the PTA mailbox in a brown envelope. Please submit all receipts or invoices. A form must be submitted to be reimbursed. 

Officer’s Report: 

President’s Report: Megan McFarland reported that she attended the Damascus Cluster BOE meeting. The meeting went well, were able to communicate our needs effectively. We are currently managing with the money allotted, would not do well if further cuts were made. 

Vice President’s Report: Nothing to report. 

Secretary: Nothing to report. 

Principal’s Report: 

Mr. McGee reviewed the BOE meeting. MSA will begin next week for grades 3,4 and 5. Reminder that students need to get sleep, eat breakfast and arrive to school on time during testing. There have been landscaping changes made to the building, bushes have been removed. Plans are in the works to plant new trees/bushes. The elevator is done, will be functional next week. Half of the building will have the windows replaced, there was only enough money to replace half of the windows at this time. 

Standing Committee Reports: 

Volunteer Coordinator: Laurie Murtaugh reported that she still needs more volunteers for MSA testing. There is a short training for those interested in volunteering. Training is mandatory-it’s a state regulation. The training must be done every year. 

Science Fair: Nicola Harmon reported that the Science Fair was a huge success. Thank you to Mrs. Hepner, Lisa Rose, Delyza Howard, Tammy Benson and many other staff that gave up their lunch breaks to assist students with their projects. Thank you to Mr. McGee for allowing the gym to be used for the fair-it made a huge difference with the extra room. Thank you to DHS students and local girl scout troops that all helped make the event a success. Next year Nicola will not have children at DES, we will need a new chair for the science fair next year. Nicola offered to help the person, but will not be able to run the fair next year. 

Family Fun Night:  Karen El Kochta reported, Dinner and a movie featuring Toy Story 3. Will be Friday March 11, doors open at 6:30, movie starts at 7pm. There will be pizza, popcorn, soda, water and candy for sale. There will be a staff raffle in the hallway during the movie, winners will be announced at the end of the movie. You do not have to be present to win the raffle. Raffle tickets will be on sale Wednesday through Friday in the mornings before school.  Discussion ensued on the choice of pizza that would be for sale. Decision was made to choose cheapest price. Wear PJs, bring a blanket and join us for some fun! 

5th grade EOY Celebration:  Deanna Johnson reported. Pasta fundraiser was a success. Made $1200 profit-half will go to PTA and half will go to 5th grade. The Lollipop sale was a huge success. The line was out the door! Need fifth grade parents to sell during lunch the week of St Patricks day. Letters went out to families today with a second request for donations, we are currently at 50%. Deanna is working on the t-shirts, food, memory books and DVD. The farewell and celebration will be on 6/15. 

Staff Appreciation for MSA week: Kelly Sennewald reported. She is organizing treats for staff during MSA week 3/7-3/14. 

Kindegarten Orientation: Kelly Sennewald reported. Date is set for May 20th. No school for kindegarten the day of orientation. Need ten volunteers to help. The fifth grade Wagon Ho trip is the same day-so please contact Kelly if you are able to help. 

Scholastic Book Fair: Joan Benson reported. The Spring Book Fair will be April 11-15. Meeting with scholastic rep on 3/2. This fair has a carnival theme. Joan is looking for a co-chair. Please contact her if interested. 

Volunteer Work Group: Stacey Wood reported. The group meets next Tuesday March 8th at 930am. Location TBD because of MSA testing. 

Hands on Science: Bernadette Culpepper reported. Registration for spring classes is due by 3/4. Registration flyer went home last week. No full classes yet. Scholarships are available. Laurie Murtaugh asked if we could reach out to other schools in the cluster to recruit more students. Mr. McGee will look into it. Classes start on 3/30, will meet every Wednesday for 8 weeks. 

Fix up DES day: Megan McFarland reported. 5/14 is clean up Damascus day. Want to paint the doors green and work in the gardens. Nicola Harmon offered help from her Girl Scout Troop. It’s also a possible project for fifth graders as their present to the school. 

New Business: 

Mixed bag fundraiser: Jen Luther reported. Will be in the month of April, the school receives 40% profit on all bags sold. More to come. 

Coke Rewards points: Jen Luther reported. The school will now be collecting Coke Reward points. The school can turn them in for glue sticks, pencils and other school supplies. Will be another box at the front of the school near the box tops, soup labels and ink cartridges. 

Nominating Committee: The PTA needs to elect a nominating committee for the possible six positions that need to be filled on the board for next year. Bernadette Culpepper made a motion to nominate Jenny Gardiner, Kim Rosenthal and Laurie Murtaugh. Jen Luther seconded the motion. All in favor, no one opposed. The motion was approved.   

Motion to adjourn meeting at 2020 by Stacey Wood, motion approved by Bernadette Culpepper, all in favor. Motion approved. Meeting adjourned at 2020. 


