Damascus Elementary School
PTA Minutes

December 1, 2009

IN ATTENDANCE:

Megan McFarland, President; Jennifer Gardiner, Co-Vice President; Kelly Sennewald, Co-Vice President; Angela Phillips, Treasurer; Theresa Harris for Liz Doyle, Secretary; Rebecca Jones, Principal; Eric Vogel; Jenn Luther; Stacey Fort; Julie Wilhelm; Leah Russi; Dawn Garrish; Joan Benson; MaryAnn Hesseloff.
Meeting started at 7:00 p.m.
Agenda for December 1 was approved.  Jenn Luther motioned to approve the minutes and MaryAnn Hesseloff seconded the motion.

Minutes from November 3, 2009 meeting were approved with a motion from Julie Wilhelm and seconded by Jenn Luther. 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Angela Phillips
· Nothing to report.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Megan McFarland

· We will give $50 to the Rotary Club for dictionaries donated to the 3rd grade.
· Marian Greenblatt Education Fund nominations for veteran and first year teacher awards are due to Megan McFarland by 1/15/10. 

· Damascus High School band will perform at DES on December 23.  It has been requested that we donate $112 to help with the Transportation cost.  Joan Benson motioned the funds come from the “Cultural Arts” committee.  Stacey Fort seconded the motion.  All in attendance were in agreement.

· The Damascus Hair Cuttery will be sponsoring a Cut-A-thon to benefit our school on Sunday, December 13, from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  100% of the funds collected are donated to the school.  Call ahead to make an appointment or walk-in.
· DES Spirit Wear is on sale now!  Take advantage and help support our school at the same time by doing some holiday shopping of DES merchandise!  A form was sent home in student’s backpacks with more information.  Contact DeAnna Johnson at onequeenb@verizon.net or 301-253-1149 with any questions.

· Commemorative Bricks are also still for sale and make great gifts that last a lifetime!  Bricks for the lower field are on sale until December 23, 2009.   Contact DeAnna Johnson at onequeenb@verizon.net or 301-253-1149 with any questions. 

· Delyza Howard will be heading up a “Hats, Socks, & Gloves Drive” from December 2 through December 18.  All donations will go towards helping homeless people in our area.  Our goal is to collect 100 new hats, 100 new pairs of gloves, and 100 new pairs of socks.
VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Kelly Sennewald
· If you’re interested in helping the school “go green” and would like to receive the “Dragon News” via email, please contact Kelly Sennewald.  We need 100 families to sign up for electronic delivery before we can fore go the hard copy to those who have signed up.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:   Rebecca Jones
· On December 8 from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. there will be a meeting to discuss the sidewalk project that will connect Oak Road (Damascus Recreation Center) to “town”.
· Grandparents Day had a great turnout and was a huge success.  Thank you to Sarah McGreevy for organizing the event once again.  It was also recognized that having the event on a half-day really works out very well.

· There was a 95% turnout for parent/teacher conferences.  Some conferences were conducted in person and some were conducted via telephone but we are very pleased at the number of parents who participated.

· A reminder that the Winter Concert will be held on Tuesday, December 8 in the All Purpose Room at 7:00.  The “in school” performance will be on Thursday, December 10 at 10:00 a.m.

· MSA testing is right around the corner.  The tests will be conducted from March 8, 2010 – March 17, 2010.  The MSAs consist of two days of testing for both math and reading.  Please make every effort to ensure your child is in school on the days they are scheduled to test.  The window for make up tests is very limited.  If a child misses the test, they will be graded as “basic” which is the lowest score possible.

· All the staff is looking forward to the Staff Appreciation Breakfast on December 2 which is being organized by Liz Elliott.
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE:  Laurie Murtaugh
· Please remember to turn in your volunteer hours by December 7.  If you do your volunteer work at home, feel free to email laurie.murtaugh@verizon.net your hours.  If you volunteer in the school, please update the volunteer binder log in the office.

FAMILY FUN NIGHTS:  DeAnna Johnson and Kelly Brown
· The “Monsters vs. Aliens” Family Fun Night was a fun-filled night!  Thanks to everyone who came out.  The next one will be March 19, 2010.
SPIRIT WEAR MERCHANDISE:  DeAnna Johnson

· Don’t forget Holiday buying… think DES Spirit Wear and Commemorative Bricks!  It’s a perfect idea for the “person who has everything” or those “hard to buy for” people.  Contact DeAnna Johnson for more information.
OCTOBERFEST:  Laurie Gardiner
· Working on next year’s Octoberfest that will be held on October 10, 2010.

SALLY FOSTER:  Kelly Sennewald

· It is still possible to order Sally Foster products online.  The fundraiser is over so there are no more prizes being awarded but the school will still get credit for the sales.

PTA MEMBERSHIP:  Joan Benson

· The DES PTA has 176 members!  This consists of 102 families, 55 individuals, and 19 staff members.  Proposing to reduce PTA membership dues to $15/family and $10/individual or staff.  This amount will include a directory.
BOOK FAIR:  Angie Hunter

· The Book Fair will be held December 14 through December 18, 2009.  Volunteers are still needed for this event.

· “Grandparents Night” at the Book Fair will be Thursday, December 17 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

· Ms. Jones will be doing “Story Time” on December 14.

· Still doing the “Get Caught Reading” pictures for the bulletin board.  Please continue to send in pictures!

· We are also doing “Change Jars”.  Each grade has a jar to put coins in and has decided on an activity Ms. Jones will have to carry out for the jar that has the most coins wins!  So if you see Ms. Jones in school in her pajamas, it’s because the class that chose “Ms. Jones has to wear her PJs to school” had the most coins!  She may also have to dye her hair green!  This should be fun!
· The more events we conduct to encourage reading, the more books Scholastic will donate to the school! 

READING INCENTIVE:  Liz Doyle
· The last day of the “Race Into Reading” program is December 18.  Please turn in all calendars on the 18th.  The Damascus 500 event will be held for reading incentive participants upon our return from the Winter break.  Details will follow.

· The Spring reading incentive will begin in February.  It’s a separate program from the “Race Into Reading”.  The Spring reading incentive will be another dance.  This was a hit with the students last year so we’ll do it again this year!
STAFF APPRECIATION:  Liz Elliott

· The staff appreciation breakfast will be held on Wednesday, December 2.

HANDS ON SCIENCE:  Nicola Harmon

· Enough students signed up for the Hands on Science program to completely fill all three classes!  There are 10 students in each class!

SCIENCE FAIR:  Nicola Harmon

· Nicola Harmon and Mrs. Hepner are planning the Science Fair that will be held on February 25, 2010.

TIME CAPSULE:  Liz Doyle

· The Time Capsule committee is now forming.  Please contact Liz Doyle at timliz95@verizon.net for more information. 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

The next PTA meeting will be conducted on January 5, 2010 in the Media Center.
Respectfully submitted,

Theresa Harris for Liz Doyle
Secretary

