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Damascus Elementary School

PTA Minutes

November 3, 2009

IN ATTENDANCE:

Megan McFarland, President; Kelly Sennewald, Co- Vice President; Jennifer Gardiner, Co-Vice President; Angela Phillips, Treasurer; Liz Doyle, Secretary; Rebecca Jones, Principal; Lynne Courtney, Laurie Gardiner, DeAnna Johnson, Nicola Harman, Lori Samuelson, Sarah McGreevy, MaryAnn Hesseloff, Stacey Wood, Angie Hunter, Laurie Murtaugh, Bernadette Culpepper, Leslie Iacoviello, Joan Benson, Maria DelBorrello and Kelly Brown.
The agenda was approved with a motion by Nicola Harman and a second by Lori Samuelson.

Minutes from the October 6, 2009 meeting were approved with a motion by Angie Hunter and seconded by Laurie Murtaugh.  

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Angela Phillips
· Distributed the budget for review.  We have a balance of $32,000.  This total reflects money raised for the new playground as well as proceeds from Sally Foster.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Megan McFarland

· Megan shared a thank you note to the PTA from Linda Walter, a grandparent of DES students, regarding the success of this year’s Octoberfest.

· Megan also thanked everyone who helped to make the Octoberfest a success for their time and help.  We profited $1300.  We brought in a gross amount of $5,000.
· Megan also has been working on creating a mission statement for the DES PTA.  (Please see attached.) The attached statement was passed around to those present at the meeting.  Laurie Murtaugh motioned to adopt the new mission statement and Laurie Gardiner seconded the motion.  The motion was approved.  The statement will be added to our newsletter, website and other correspondence.
· The local Hair Cuttery would like to host a “Cut-a-Thon” on December 13, 2009 from 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.  The cost would be $12 for 8 years and under and $16 for all other customers.  All proceeds would benefit the DES PTA.  Information will come home in flyers and also be posted on our website.
CO-VICE PRESIDENT:  Kelly Sennewald

· Tomorrow evening (11-4-09) there will be a parent forum held at the Carver Education Building to discuss the County’s math curriculum.  Melissa Gotard will be going on behalf of DES.

· Kelly also reminded us all about the Parent Academy developed by the County to educate parents on topics ranging from bullying to academics.  There is a link on our website for more information.

· Damascus High School Post Prom Committee is hosting a bingo night on November 15 at 1:00 p.m.  Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at the door.

· Kelly discussed our attempts at a Green Initiative.  So far we have 57 students or 45 families currently signed up to receive newsletters electronically.  Staff would like to see more involvement from families before taking on the task of instituting a youngest or only policy for sending papers home.  A goal of 100 families was suggested.  Ideas were discussed regarding encouraging people to sign up for electronic newsletters, etc.

CO-VICE PRESIDENT:  Jennifer Gardiner

· Nothing to report.

SECRETARY:  Liz Doyle
· Nothing to report.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:  Rebecca Jones

· Ms. Jones thanked everyone for the flowers she received while out on medical leave.
· H1N1 clinics scheduled this month by MCPS have been cancelled.

· Building Services is using a product called Virex daily to disinfect the school.

· Ms. Jones reminded everyone about parent/teacher conferences next week.

· We were also reminded that we have a new report card format instituting the evaluation markers of 1, 2, 3 and 4 in place of A, B, C or D.

· Grandparents Day will be held here at DES November 25, 2009, from 9:30 until 11:30.

COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS:

· Cultural Arts:  Joan Benson reported we will have an assembly from Channel 7 ABC Stormwatch for 3rd through 5th grade.  The next assembly will be held in January.
· Volunteer Coordinator:  Laurie Murtaugh stated that she has sent out an email requesting people to update their volunteer hours in the log book so that she files an accurate report on our behalf.  The next volunteer training day is November 16th , 2:15 until 3:15.  The next volunteer group will meet Monday morning  at 9:30 until 11:30.
· Family Fun Nights:  Kelly Brown reported that November the 18th will be a movie night featuring Monsters Versus Aliens.  Snacks and sodas will be available.  The time will be 6:30 until 8:00 p.m.  
· Fifth Grade Celebration:  Kelly Brown would like to do a couple of fundraisers this year to help pay for the 5th grade celebrations.  She’ll be coordinating a cookie dough fundraiser and lollypop sales.
· Octoberfest:  Laurie Gardiner is proposing to hold next year’s Octoberfest on October 10th.  She is looking for suggestions and improvements for next year.  This year we brought in $5062 and spent $3475.
· Sally Foster:  Kelly Sennewald reported that book sales totaled $4,000 and internet sales totaled $771.  We were hoping for $5,000.  We can still place orders via the internet.  Book orders will be ready for pick up beginning on Monday.
· Membership:  Megan stated that we have 177 PTA members.  She is proposing to lower next year’s dues to $15 per family and $10 for individuals and staff.  (See attached information sheet.)  The anticipated loss of revenue would be made up by increasing directory business advertising sales.
· A motion was made by Joan Benson to approve the proposed change to PTA Dues.  Laurie Murtaugh seconded that motion.  The motion is approved.
· Book Fair:  Angie Hunter will be organizing the Scholastic book fair this year.  The fair is scheduled to run from December 14th through the 18th.  Hours of operation have yet to be determined.  Angie is looking for help, as well as suggestions and advice to help her run the fair this year.

· Reading Incentive:  Liz Doyle reported that “Race Into Reading” is under way.  Liz raised the issue that someone has taken a couple of the race cars from the bulletin board and that while that is upsetting, it’s also unfair to the kids participating because if there are no cars to move around the track, they can’t see how well they’re doing.  

· Grandparents Day:  Sarah McGreevy reported that Grandparents Day will take place this year on November 25th from 9:30 until 11:30 a.m.  Doughnuts, coffee and tea will be provided.  Flyers will be coming home.

· Staff Appreciation:  Liz Elliott is working on a staff breakfast to be held December 2nd.  Liz sent home a flyer asking for donations of baked goods, etc., to be served.  She also is looking for ideas for door prizes.  

· Playground Committee:  DeAnna Johnson has been the lead for this project and reported that we have met our fundraising goal for the playground.  The playground will be installed on the lower field this year.  DeAnna passed around an illustration of the planned playground.  Brick sales are going well for the path that will lead to the playground.  She is still hoping to get some Damascus businesses to purchase bricks.  DeAnna spoke of advertising with the Gazette to bring in more sales.
· Hands on Science:   Nicola Harman reported that we had two classes this fall, K-1 and 4th-5th grade.  We must have exactly 10 registrants for a class to take place.  The winter session will have a chemistry theme.  We might need another teacher.  Currently we have Bernadette Culpepper as a teacher.  
· Science Fair:   Nicola Harman reported that the science fair is to take place February 25th from 6:00 until 9:00 p.m.  She also stated that Mrs. Hepner will be helping again this year.
· Special Education:  Julie Wilhelm submitted a written report which is attached to these minutes.
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Laurie Gardiner and was seconded by Stacey Wood.   

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

The next meeting will be conducted December 1, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Media Center.

Respectfully submitted,
Liz Doyle

PTA Secretary
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