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Damascus Elementary School

PTA Minutes

January 5, 2010
IN ATTENDANCE:

Megan McFarland, President; Kelly Sennewald, Co- Vice President; Jennifer Gardiner, Co-Vice President; Angela Phillips, Treasurer; Liz Doyle, Secretary; Rebecca Jones, Principal; Kerry Jenkins, Lori Samuelson, MaryAnn Hesseloff, Stacey Wood, Angie Hunter, Bernadette Culpepper, Joan Benson and Chris Biamonte.
The agenda was approved with a motion by Stacey Wood and a second by Lori Samuelson.

Minutes from the December 1st, 2009 meeting were approved with a motion by Lori Samuelson and seconded by Joan Benson.  

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Angela Phillips
· Distributed the budget for review. 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Megan McFarland

· Megan introduced Kerry Jenkins, Damascus Elementary 4th grade teacher, who is in attendance.
· Megan reported that a “Cut-a-Thon” hosted by our local Hair Cuttery to benefit DES on December 13th raised $140.
·  A refund in the amount of $112 was processed due to a cancelled band concert.
· The Marion Greenblatt Award submissions on behalf of Mrs. Lynne Courtney have been completed.
· On behalf of DeAnna Johnson, Megan requested funds to purchase a brick for John Carls from the PTA.  The brick would serve as recognition to John Carls and his business for providing the services of installing the brick pathway for the new playground.   Angie Hunter made the motion to purchase an 8x8 brick for John Carls.  MaryAnn Hesseloff seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
· Further discussion regarding purchasing a second brick so that there would be one for John Carls Masonry and a separate brick for the John Carls family.
· Mrs. Barbara Watkins, the secretary for Damascus Elementary School, is scheduled for knee replacement surgery on Monday, January 11th.  A sign-up sheet was circulated for bringing her meals.  Mrs. Jean Ziglar will be the long-term substitute until Mrs. Watkins returns.

CO-VICE PRESIDENT:  Kelly Sennewald

· Nothing to report.
CO-VICE PRESIDENT:  Jennifer Gardiner

· Nothing to report.

SECRETARY:  Liz Doyle
· Nothing to report.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:  Rebecca Jones

· Ms.  Jones reported that currently  MCPS is working on a proposed operating budget, which is posted on their website.  Budget cuts are imminent, with the 10 smallest schools within the county to face possible cuts.  Damascus Elementary is one of these schools.  MCPS welcomes public input.  The Board of Education will be holding hearings on January 13th and 20th at 7:00 p.m.  These hearings are our opportunity to be heard.  Ms. Jones encouraged our involvement, but stressed that any testimony or letters we submit should not simply speak to the specific needs of DES or individual needs, but to the needs of all small schools in the system.  If you would like to sign up to speak at one of these hearings, you may do so by calling 301-279-3617.  The County Council will vote on the budget on May 20th and the Board of Education will vote June 8th.  There will be a County Council hearing in April.  Please call (240)777-2803 in regards speaking at that hearing.  You may also write a letter to present your concerns.  Please address it to Dr. Jerry Weast, Superintendent, Board of Education, Carver Educational Services Center, 850 Hungerford Drive, Rockville, MD 20850.
· Chris Biamonte spoke about her experiences testifying and attending MCPS meetings and hearings.  She encouraged our involvement and assured us that we can make a difference.

· Ms. Jones will be doing the magazine fundraiser again this year, but with a couple of changes.  Concerns were raised last year by some parents regarding the prizes and mechanisms in place for rewarding those students that returned the “Reach Out Booklet”, etc.  This year, rather than having such rewards and incentives available, 25% of all sales will be donated to Helpingahero.org.  This organization supports returning wounded war veterans and their families by helping to provide suitable homes and community-based programs to aid in these veterans’ recoveries and transitions to be back home.  In staying with this theme, if 60% of DES students return their completed “Reach Out Booklet, our donation to Helpingahero.org will increase to 35%.

· MSA testing will be coming up in March for 3rd through 5th grade.  Two reading and two math practice tests will take place to help them prepare.

· Mrs.  Watkins will be out of the office having knee surgery on the 11th of January.  Jean Zigler will be her substitute.

· TJ Budd has returned to work after the birth of his baby.  The PTA did give him a $25 gift card.
· Please be sure to thank our building services manager, Kevin Jacobs, for his hard work removing snow and keeping the building clear during our recent snowstorm.  

COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS:

· Octoberfest:   Megan McFarland, for Laurie Gardiner, reported that the proposed date for next year’s Octoberfest will be on October 10th.  She is looking for help and suggestions and improvements for next year.   Laurie is happy to use the same vendors.  She has some ideas to improve the planning process.
· Book Fair:  Angie Hunter reported that, not including tax, we made $5374.30 during our fall bookfair, with $1343.58 cash back to the PTA.  We earned $284.84 in Scholastic Dollars.  The spring book fair will be held March 1st through 5th.  There will be a special promotion available of buy one, get one free or buy one, get one half off.  Angie wasn’t sure yet which one would be in place.  The change jar brought in $120.00.

· Ms. Jones let us know that a book was given to every DES student whose family registered with Damascus Help this year.

· Reading Incentive:  Liz Doyle reported that “Race Into Reading” has finished this week.  In celebration, our DES 500 will be held January 28th.  Those students who met all of the requirements will receive a  ticket to the race.  Everyone who turned in a calendar during the program received a special lollipop at the end of today’s assembly.  The spring reading incentive program will begin in February and will have a Hawaiin theme, culminating in a dance at the end of the school year. 

· Time Capsule:  Liz Doyle is looking for people to help work on this project.  Chris Biamonte and Megan McFarland volunteered.  We would like to put together a time capsule in honor of our 75th Anniversary year.  The capsule would be buried in the butterfly garden and not opened until 25 years from now.  A suggestion box will be placed in the lobby for students to place their ideas and suggestions for items to be included.  Also, Mrs. Howard was contacted regarding involving the SGA .  SGA representatives would go to their respective classrooms and talk about the project and get the kids thinking about what kinds of things to include.   Ms. Jones suggested showing a movie about a time capsule as a way to introduce the concept, especially to the younger students.  Liz requested funds from the PTA to pay for an 8x8 brick to mark the burial spot in the garden.  Chris Biamonte seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

· Staff Appreciation:  Megan McFarland for Liz Elliott passed on Liz’s thanks for everyone’s help for the staff appreciation breakfast.  There will be a couple more events, and the staff luncheon at the end of the year.

· Science Fair:  Kelly Sennewald for  Nicola Harman informed us that there will be a meeting at 9:30 Friday morning at the Music Café for anyone interested in helping with the science fair.
· Hands on Science:  Ms. Jones for Nicola Harman reported that Hands on Science begins on January 11th.
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Megan McFarland.   

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

The next meeting will be conducted February 2, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Media Center.

Respectfully submitted,
Liz Doyle

PTA Secretary
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