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Damascus Elementary School
PTA Minutes
October 6, 2009

IN ATTENDANCE:

Megan McFarland, President; Kelly Sennewald, Co- Vice President; Jennifer Gardiner, Co-Vice President; Angela Phillips, Treasurer; Liz Doyle, Secretary; Rebecca Jones, Principal; Jennifer Luther, Stacey Wood, Laurie Murtaugh, Shelly Pollatos, Bernadette Culpepper, Leah Russi, Charlotte Sakai, MaryAnn Hesseloff, Janet Nazario, Theresa Harris, Leslie Iacoviello, Beth and Michael Barber, Dawn Garrish, Laurie Gardiner, Vida Agyei-Obese, Joan Benson and Maria DelBorello.

Introductions were made and the agenda was approved with a motion by Beth Barber and a second by MaryAnn Hesseloff.

Minutes from the July 23, 2009 meeting were approved with a motion by Laurie Murtaugh and seconded by Stacey Wood.  

Minutes from the September 1, 2009 meeting were approved with a motion by Jennifer Luther and seconded by Theresa Harris.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Angela Phillips
· Distributed the budget for review.  We have $21,798.  Megan McFarland pointed out that we have $16,000 towards our proposed playground, which the county has approved for installation.
· Megan briefly described the efforts initiated by last year’s PTA president, DeAnna Johnson, put forth to obtain a replacement for the school’s 1984 playground  to our new parents.
· Megan also spoke about the continued brick sale with proceeds benefitting the playground.  The bricks sold will be used to build the pathway to the playground.  The sale will continue through December 23rd, 2009.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Megan McFarland
· Megan reported that the PTA gave each full-time staff member a $50 gift card from Staples to help teachers with their school related purchases.  Part-time staff received $25 gift cards.
· The PTA has received thank you cards from teachers in response to the gift cards.  Those thank you notes were shared with the membership.
· Megan and Liz Elliott also delivered homemade mini loaves of bread as part of their staff appreciation efforts at the beginning of the year.
· PTA membership is doing well this year.  We have 172 members signed up so far.  We continue to encourage new members to join.  We can make arrangements so that financial hardship does not preclude a family from joining.

CO-VICE PRESIDENT:  Kelly Sennewald
· Kelly is the editor of the Dragon News.  This year the Dragon News is going to be a monthly publication.  The newsletter will be distributed the third Thursday of every month, with a requested cut-off  date of the second Thursday of each month for submissions.   Efforts are being made towards going paperless. 
· Ideas regarding reducing papers going home with students were discussed, including using the “Youngest in Family” method. 

CO-VICE PRESIDENT:  Jennifer Gardiner
· Jennifer reported that she had received much memorabilia last week to incorporate into the 75th Anniversary celebration at this year’s Octoberfest.  She would like help putting it all together onto display boards.  Ms. Jones offered the use of the art room for this project.  

SECRETARY:  Liz Doyle
Nothing to report.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:  Rebecca Jones
· Ms. Jones reported that we have had a staffing change.  The population of students now enrolled in our ESOL program has “exploded”.  We now have 44 students in the program.  Our ESOL teacher has been moved from a 7/10 position to a full-time position.  The ESOL teacher was previously allocated to a 3/10 kindergarten reading position.  As a result of that loss, the need to fill that 3/10 kindergarten reading position became evident.  However, due to the County’s current hiring freeze, Ms. Jones has managed to hire a long-term substitute to fill this void in staffing.  The teacher’s name is Lori Murtiga.  She started working with students today.  The benchmark level for kindergarten reading this year is level 6.  The class size is 14.
· Ms. Jones identified 2nd grade as being of concern to many parents as there are currently 26 students in each class.  However, we would not be able to receive additional staffing until that number reaches 27.  Currently, the 2nd grade teachers are being supported with a schedule that has reading spread over three classes, specials and classrooms with added support.
· Open House is scheduled for Monday October 12th.  We will start with coffee in the media center.  The classrooms will be open for visitors from 9:30 until 11:30.  Students maybe signed out for lunch.
· Ms. Jones reported that MSA results show that we have met our benchmarks in both reading and math.  However, she indicated that we need to focus on improving the results for African American and Hispanic students.  Ms. Jones presented printed material which outlined specific results, benchmarks and actual data from our school.  Ms. Jones explained what is meant by trying to “Raise the Bar and Close the Gap” and how the staff will work towards achieving this goal.
· Ms. Jones received an email from Linda Panagoulis of the Damascus Recreation Center to let our students and families know that there is free drop-in basketball at the rec. center for kids under 17.  There is also an afterschool program available for $50 a month.  The program runs from 3:00 until 6:00 p.m. and has a focus on homework, with help available.  The phone number for the center is 240-777-6930.

COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS:
· Cultural Arts:  Joan Benson reported on the upcoming cultural arts assemblies that she has arranged for our students.  The first performance will be “Ben Franklin” on October 26, 2009.  This performance will consist of a period character teaching about Ben Franklin with an emphasis placed on reading.   In November, Channel 7 ABC Stormwatch will give a presentation for the 3rd through 5th grade.  On January 5, 2010 “Footworks” will illustrate the history of dance in America.  On February 25th “Rope Master” will be a production focusing on staying fit and healthy.  On April the 8th there will be an assembly on Egyptian Animals.  There is currently $450 left in the cultural arts budget.
· Fles:  Leah Russi.  As an alternative to FLES, beginner’s Spanish is being taught this year by Ms. Delyza Howard.  There are currently seven students enrolled for 20 sessions for $85.
· Flu Busters:  Stacey Wood reported that the community flu clinic scheduled for Monday, October 12th from 3:00 until 7:45 p.m. has 57-60 registrants.  The registration is now closed.  Walk-ins will be able to receive vaccines for $27.00.  This program will hopefully be continued next year.
· Area Group Piano:  Megan reported that the piano program had a delayed start as the teacher has been ill.  We have 33 students enrolled with a tuition rate of $350.
· Hands on Science:   Megan reported on behalf of Nicola Harman that we have two classes scheduled for this program.  Kindergarten and 1st grade will be on Mondays and 4th, 5th and 6th will meet on Wednesdays.  
· MCCPTA Delegates:  Megan stated that the meetings will be held on the second Tuesday of every month.
· Reading Incentive:  Liz Doyle reported that “Race Into Reading” will begin next week.  The main goal of the program was discussed, as were some of the highlights.
· Sally Foster:  Kelly Sennewald reported that we’ve had just 60 orders so far and that she is still accepting orders this week.
· Science Fair:   Ms. Jones reported that the science fair is to take place in February.  She also stated that the science fair is open to all students.
· Volunteer Coordinator:  Laurie Murtaugh stated that she’s putting together an email distribution list for volunteers and to let her know if you want to be included on it.  There will be two volunteer training sessions coming up.  The first is October 15th, 9:30 to 10:30 and the second is November 16, 2:15 to 3:15.  Laurie also said we need volunteers for Halloween parties taking place after the parade, especially in the 2nd grade.
· Octoberfest:  Megan reported that tickets are being sold this week for games and rides at the Octoberfest, as well as tickets for the staff raffle.  The Octoberfest will be held regardless of weather.  There will also be a bake sale.  Volunteers are still needed.
· Membership Committees:  Megan would like to form membership committees to assess PTA dues and to develop a DES PTA mission statement.  Please let her know if you are interested in either of these issues.  The County also would like us to form a focus group to review our math curriculum.  A questionnaire will be available on the PTA website in relation to the current math program.

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Beth Barber.   

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

The next meeting will be conducted November 3,  2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Media Center.

Respectfully submitted,

Liz Doyle
PTA Secretary
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