
Damascus Elementary School
PTA Minutes

April 14, 2010
IN ATTENDANCE:

Megan McFarland, President; Liz Doyle, Secretary; Kelly Sennewald, Co-Vice President; Jennifer Gardiner, Co-Vice President; Delyza Howard; Jen Luther, Laurie Gardiner; Joan Benson; Stacey Wood; Lori Samuelson; MaryAnn Hesseloff; Bernadette Culpepper; S.K. Kelly and Angie Hunter.
Meeting started at 7:05 p.m.

The agenda was approved with a motion by Joan Benson and seconded by Stacey Wood.  The minutes from the March 2, 2010 meeting were approved with a motion made by Jen Luther and seconded by Laurie Gardiner.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Megan McFarland for Angela Phillips 
Megan reported that the PTA has made $30,915, and $45,000 was our budget.  We have spent $23,267, while $43,000 was the budget for expenditures.

A motion was made by Stacey Wood to approve the treasurer’s report and seconded by Joan Benson.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Megan McFarland
· The PTA bulletin board is currently displaying all of the thank you notes that the PTA has received from numerous staff members for our staff appreciation efforts.
· The health room tech., Clara Crabtree, has brought  to our attention that the County intends to cut one hour from the allotted work hours for MCPS health room techs as part of ongoing budget cuts and reallocation of staffing efforts.  Mrs. Crabtree would like the PTA’s support to contest this particular cut.  If you wish to offer support, Megan has contact information for county officials with regard to this matter.  
· Staffing decisions for Damascus Elementary will be announced by Ms. Jones at the May 4th PTA meeting.
· The previously scheduled May Day celebration that was to take place on May 2nd has been cancelled.  In order to include all of the students in our ribbon cutting ceremony and time capsule burial, which were the reasons for the celebration, it has been decided to have these events take place during the school day.   These two special ceremonies will take place consecutively on June 8th, beginning at 9:45 a.m.  The rain date for this event will be June 15th.  The businesses that contributed to our brick walkway will also be invited to attend.
· March’s fundraiser, “Change for Haiti”, raised $50.  The PTA will match those funds for a total donation of $100 to the ongoing relief efforts in Haiti.
CO-VICE PRESIDENT:  Kelly Sennewald.  Nothing to report.

CO-VICE PRESIDENT:  Jennifer Gardiner.  Nothing to report.

SECRETARY:  Liz Doyle.  Nothing to report.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:   Delyza Howard for Rebecca Jones
· Each year Ms. Jones presents the PTA with a “Wish List” of items that the school would like the PTA to purchase.  This year Ms. Jones is requesting four CD listening stations at a cost of $1200, a new boom box for the gym at a cost of $200, an easel for classroom use at a cost of $150, new cubbies for SCB classes at a cost of $650, and nine additional whiteboards for $2,000.  The total requested amount would be $4,500.  

· Megan stated that a review of the budget was necessary prior to a vote, and the matter was tabled until the next meeting in May.

· Jen Luther would like the opportunity to find out if her employer would be able to donate whiteboards to the school.

· There will not be a pool party for the 5th grade this year.  This has been an annual tradition for our departing 5th graders.  Unfortunately, the pool now requires that we purchase private insurance in order to host a party on their premises.  As this is not a feasible option at this time, it has been decided that there will be a picnic here at DES following the farewell celebration on the 14th of June.  Parents are organizing activities to make this a memorable event.

· If students are planning on being absent from school on Take Your Child to Word Day, written notification must be received by the school prior to the 22nd.  A form that you can fill out was sent home this past week. 

· MSA Science testing for 5th graders will be held on the 21st and 23rd.

· Wednesday, April 21st is Administrative Professionals Day.

· The last week of May is the Terra Nova testing period for 2nd grade.
· May 3rd-7th is Staff Appreciation Week.

· May 21st is our kindergarten orientation day.  No school that day for current kindergarteners.

· Tomorrow, April 15th, there will be a Code Blue drill.  This will be a bad weather drill.  It will be held at 10:00 a.m.

· The SGA is currently working on putting together the final list of items to be included in the time capsules.  

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
Book Fair:  Angie Hunter.  Angie reported that the spring book fair is currently under way.  Yesterday’s sales were $1700 with another $1000 today.  Desserts with Dad was a very successful way to bring in customers.  Muffins with Mom will be held tomorrow morning.  Break down of the book fair will take place at 3:30 on Friday afternoon.

TV TURN-OFF WEEK:  Nicola Harman.  Nicola reported that this year’s them will be Going Country.  Flyers have already gone home, with a picture to color.  The pictures are then to be returned to school and placed in a box for a drawing.  Winners will receive books from the book fair.  There will be two winners per day.  Books are also needed for the book swap.  We currently have 75 books, but we really need 300 to do a successful swap.
· Chris Biamonte suggested using the Listserv to put out a request for donated books.  A discussion ensued about using the Listserv for all sorts of reminders and announcements.

Nicola went on to state that craft night is scheduled for Tuesday until 4:30.  She would like two more adult volunteers to help with that.  The event will run from 3:30 until 4:30 in the all-purpose room.  Thursday evening will be the rehearsal for the variety show, which will be held on Friday night at 7:00.  Renee Carls is the chairperson of the Variety Show.
STAFF APPRECIATION:  Liz Elliott.  Megan reported for Liz Elliott that during Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week a daily raffle/drawing is being planned.  We are looking for $10 to $15 gift card or monetary donations for prizes.  Please send all donations to Megan.

FAMILY FUN NIGHT:  DeAnna Johnson and Kelly Brown.  The next Family Fun Night will be held on May 14th.  It will be a Pizza and Bingo night.

OCTOBERFEST:  Laurie Gardiner.  A flyer has already gone home regarding direct sales vendors for a marketplace event to be held during Octoberfest.  Men’s businesses are welcome and encouraged.  This event would be a great way to get more men involved.  Tables rent for $25 plus a single donated item from your business.  Laurie still has some open chair positions available for Octoberfest.
SPECIAL EDUCATION:  Julie Wilhelm.  See attached report.

MERCHANDISE:  DeAnna Johnson.  A spring sale is being planned.  We have a lot of 75th Anniversary apparel left over.  The bricks for the walkway are in.

DES PTA WEBSITE:  Lori Samuelson.   Lori will continue to provide website services to the PTA.  She reported that for March the statistics for the site showed an average of 408 pages per visit, 689 pages viewed and 13 people per day visit our website.  She is looking for ideas on how to optimize the site.
FUNDRAISING:  Megan McFarland.  Megan started a discussion on asking local businesses to conduct special fundraising nights to benefit DES.  For example, a percentage of sales from Dominoes on a particular night would go to benefit our PTA.  Also, advertising in our directory for those businesses would be mutually beneficial.  Maybe hold such events once a month.  Mrs. Howard stated that there will be such an event at Ledos in May sponsored by the SGA.

NEW BUSINESS

A nominating committee has formed, comprised of Jen Luther, Joan Benson and Stacey Wood.  The nominations of the committee for next year’s PTA Board are as follows:  Megan McFarland for president, Kelly Sennewald for co-vice president, Mary Ann Hesseloff for co-vice president, Angie Hunter for treasurer and Christy Pomeroy for secretary.  There will be a vote at the next meeting regarding these nominations.
We have a list of open committee chair positions for next year, including the new “Reflections” committee, which is a national PTA program.  We are seeking a local fundraising chair and family liaison/welcoming committee chair.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m., with a motion by Jen Luther and second by Stacey Wood.
The next meeting will be conducted May  4, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Media Center.
Respectfully submitted,

Liz Doyle

Secretary
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