Damascus Elementary School
PTA Minutes

March 2, 2010
IN ATTENDANCE:

Megan McFarland, President; Kelly Sennewald, Co- Vice President; Jennifer Gardiner, Co-Vice President; Angela Phillips, Treasurer; Liz Doyle, Secretary;  Jen & Rich Luther, Melanie Miller, Laurie Gardiner, Bernadette Culpepper, Stacey Wood, DeAnna Johnson, Joan Benson and MaryAnn Hesseloff.
Meeting started at 7:05 p.m.

Minutes from January 5, 2010 meeting approved, with a motion made by Danna Johnson and seconded by Rich Luther.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Angela Phillips
Nothing to report.  Megan McFarland noted that $16,000 would be transferred from savings to pay for the new playground.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Megan McFarland
· A May Day celebration is being planned to take place on the 2nd of May.  The celebration will include a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new playground, the new walkway, a “Thank You” ceremony to acknowledge the support of area businesses,  as well as the burial of our time capsule.  This will be a low-key event, which would last from 3:00 until 5:00 p.m.  Megan would like to see a moonbounce there for the kids, at a cost of $350.  We do need to rent the gym and the all-purpose room, which will cost $170 for three hours.  Megan requested approval for funds up to $600.  We have $3,000 in savings, which was carried over from previous years as a “cushion”.  De Anna Johnson made the first motion to approve the request for funds.  Stacey Wood seconded the motion.  The motion was passed.
· We need to be prepared to vote for new Board members at the April meeting.  Liz Doyle and Jenny Gardiner will be stepping down.   Christy Pomeroy has expressed an interest in being secretary.  MaryAnn Hesseloff has also expressed an interest in being on the Board.   There will also be a number of committee chair positions available for next year.  Please consider volunteering for these openings.
· Lastly, a jar has been placed in the hallway to collect change from the students as a fundraiser to “Make a Change in Haiti”.  Change will be collected throughout the month of March, with proceeds going to the American Red Cross.  Megan requested that the PTA match up to $50 of these collected funds.  The funds would come out of the discretionary spending account, President’s Fund.  Laurie Gardiner made the motion to approve, and it was seconded by DeAnna Johnson.
CO-VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Kelly Sennewald

· We’re officially going green!  We have 112 students now receiving their Dragon News via email.
· A Report Card Survey was attached to the Dragon News in response to a letter from Cloverly Elementary School , which discusses objections to the new standard based report card format now being implemented at various schools throughout the county.  The MCPTA, and other schools that have not had positive experiences with this new format, are encouraging parents to give feedback on the new report cards.  So, please, fill out and return these surveys.  
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:   Melanie Miller for Rebecca Jones
· MSA Testing will begin March 8th for 3rd, 4th and 5th graders. 
· The playground is complete.
· Jump Rope for Heart is scheduled for Friday.  Permission slips will be accepted up until Friday.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS
SCIENCE FAIR:  Megan McFarland for Nicola Harman
· The Science Fair will take place tomorrow night from 6:00 until 8:00 p.m.  We have 114 participants registered.  There will a science advisory group consisting of DHS students that will do the “judging”.  Each participant will be awarded a medal.  Nicola still needs helpers to set-up and to bring the students and their tri-folds down to the cafeteria at 2:15 tomorrow afternoon.

TV TURN-OFF WEEK:  Megan McFarland for Nicola Harman

· TV Turn-Off Week will take place from April 19th through the 23rd.  The theme this year is “Going Country”.  A craft night is scheduled for the 2oth after school.  There will also be a book swap.  Nicola needs SSL volunteers to help with craft night.  The Variety Show will be held at the Damascus Rec. Center on the 23rd.  Renee Carls is the coordinator for the show.

· Nicola was very pleased with the science fair.  She welcomes all ideas and suggestions for next year.  Nicola thanked Mrs. Hepner, Ms. Jones and the DES staff for all their support.  Nicola did report that we could ease the crowd by splitting the science fair over two evenings depending on grade.  She definitely wants to keep it non-competitive, and Ms. Jones agreed. 
HANDS ON SCIENCE:  Megan McFarland for Nicola Harman

· The start date for the spring session of Hands On Science has yet to be determined due to all the snow days.  April 12th is the last day of the winter session.

MERCHANDISE:  DeAnna Johnson

· Yearbook Order information went home yesterday.  The proposed siblings page can’t be done as we have too many siblings!  We have over 60 and our yearbook pages can’t accommodate that many.  The 75th Anniversary Cover featuring a dragon designed and drawn by DeAnna was passed around.
· The playground has been installed.  As the conditions are too muddy at the moment, the students will have to wait a little longer to use it.
· John Carls will be installing the brick walkway free of charge.  
· We have a lot of merchandise.  DeAnna would like to do a spring sale.  We have shorts and t-shirts available.  The May Day celebration would be a good opportunity to have a sale.
· Kelly Sennewald suggested we have a sale table at the kindergarten orientation on May 21st.
FAMILY FUN NIGHT:  DeAnna Johnson

· March 19th, 2010 will be our next family fun night.  We will be showing the movie Planet 51.  We will be selling pizza.  The popcorn machine is currently broken.
BOOKFAIR:  Megan McFarland for Angie Hunter

· The dates have been changed to April 12th through the 16th.  Angie is looking for volunteers to help.  There will be a “Diner” theme.  The fair will be the week prior to TV Turn-Off Week, so this is a good opportunity to stock up on reading material.
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR:  Megan McFarland for Laurie Murtaugh

· Laurie still has five slots open for MSA volunteers.  The training session is scheduled with Mrs. Hepner on Wednesday from 9:30 until 10:00.
STAFF APPRECIATION:  Megan McFarland for Liz Elliott

· The PTA will do staff appreciation the week of the MSA.  Candy and notes will be in the staff lounge.  Also, the Entertainment Coupon book will be given to the staff as well.  We earned these books through our Sallie Foster sales.  The PTA will provide lunch for the teachers on Friday.
TIME CAPSULE:  Liz Doyle

· An assembly will be held on March 19th to explain the project to the students.  Mrs. Howard is organizing the students and involving the SGA in the project.
READING INCENTIVE:  Liz Doyle

· The reading incentive program for spring began on Monday.  Information and calendars went home with the students yesterday.  Calendars are also available on our website.  The program will go through May, with an Hawaiian-themed dance for those students who qualify in June.

CULTURAL ARTS:  Joan Benson

· The next assembly will be April the 8th.  “Egyptian Animals” is the title.

OCTOBERFEST:  Laurie Gardiner

· Liz Doyle will chair the Bake Sale Committee.  Laurie would like to see a larger Marketplace this year.  Jennifer Luther offered to help with that.  Laurie asked that you email her if you would like to volunteer to help.  Jennifer Gardiner committed to organizing the mums and the pumpkins.
NEW BUSINESS

· No new business.
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

The next meeting will be conducted April 6, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Media Center.
Respectfully submitted,

Liz Doyle

Secretary
