
The Valentineõs Day 

classroom parties are 

scheduled for Friday, 

February 12 from 2:15 

pm to 3:15 pm.  Par-

ents are invited to join 

the Valentineõs Day 

party and help is al-

ways greatly appreci-

ated.  A form went 

home asking for vol-

unteers.  

 

As the New Year starts 

I like to think about 

last year and all that 

what was accom-

plished.  I cannot wait 

to see what 2010 has in 

store for usé.did 

someone mention a 

time capsule?  

 

Happy New Year!  

    ~Megan McFarland  

      PTA President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So what is your New 

Year resolution?  Is it to 

eat healthy, exercise 

more, read more, make 

more time for your fam-

ily, get out of debt, give 

to those in need, volun-

teer your time, or get 

more involved in your 

childõs education?  I my-

self am working on all of 

those. I actually have 

had that same list every 

year.  Some years I am 

successful and some not 

so much, but what I real-

ize is it is good to try. As 

we tell our children, 

òjust try your best and 

that will be good 

enough.ó 

 

I have good news for 

you though!  If one of 

your goals is to get 

more involved in your 

childõs education, I can 

help with that.  It is easy!  

Go to the http://

www.damascuspta.com . 

Here you can find out 

how to join the PTA (it 

is never too late to 

join!), and find out 

about the PTA meetings 

and upcoming events.  

We are already starting 

to plan the Octoberfest 

for next fall, so go 

ahead and mark your 

calendars for 10/10/10 

so your family can plan 

to join DES for a fun 

day.  We will need lots 

of people to volunteer 

their time.  

 

A flyer came home last 

week for the Science 

Fair that will be held on 

February 25. Last year 

was the first Science 

Fair at DES.  A parent, 

Nicola Harman, had the 

idea, came to the PTA, 

and worked to make 

her vision of bringing 

more science to the 

school a reality.  Please 

encourage your child 

to participate.  It is a 

wonderful way to have 

fun while learning 

about science!  Also, if 

you have an idea of 

something you would 

like to have at the 

school, come forward 

and let us know.  
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Calendar of Events  
 

 

 

January 27  

Choral Cluster Concert  

 

January 28  

Reading Incentive 500  

 

February 2  

PTA Meeting 7pm  

 

February 3  

Report Cards Distrib-

uted  

 

February 11  

Strings Cluster Concert  

 

February 12  

Valentineõs Day Parties 

 

February 15  

No SchoolñPresidents 

Day 

 

February 19  

Jump Rope for Heart 

 

February 25  

Cultural Arts Perform-

ance  

 

Science Fair 

 

February 26  

Early Release 

 

http://www.damascuspta.com/
http://www.damascuspta.com/


Grace and Griffin Kroener - 2nd grade, got caught read-

ing during Winter Break.  

 

 

Montgomery County 

Public Schools has 

launched Alert MCPS, 

a new way for you to 

receive messages 

about major changes 

in school system op-

erationsñsystemwide 

school closures or de-

lays due to snow or 

other emergency con-

ditions.  

 

Alert MCPS adds the 

ability to communicate 

via text messages de-

livered to electronic 

devices such as cell 

phones and personal 

data assistants. This 

new service will pro-

vide messages in Eng-

lish and Spanish. Sign-

ing up for the Alert 

MCPS service is free of 

charge; however, sub-

scribers should check 

with their wireless car-

rier regarding any 

costs associated with 

receiving text mes-

sages.  

 

Go to the link below  to 

sign up for Alert MCPS 

and get more informa-

tion: http://

www.montgomeryscho

olsmd.org/info/

emergency/sources/

alertmcps/  

 

Did you catch your child read-

ing?  If so, we want to know 

about it.  Snap a picture and 

send it to school (Attention: 

PTA) or via email to edi-

tor@damascuspta.com.  All 

submissions will be posted on 

the bulletin board at school, 

and a few may be published in 

future editions of the Dragon 

News. 

MCPS Emergency Information  
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  Get Caught Reading  

MCPS also communicates 

emergency or system-

wide operational 

changes through the 

MCPS website, MCPS ITV 

Channel 34, QuickNotes 

e-mail service, Twitter, 

recorded emergency in-

formation telephone line 

(301-279-3673), and local 

media outlets.  

 

Go to http://

www.montgomeryschool

smd.org/info/

emergency/sources/  for 

more information about 

ways to receive MCPS 

emergency information.  
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A huge thanks to An-

gie Hunter for organiz-

ing the Book Fair in 

December.  

 

Thank you to the fol-

lowing people for 

helping out at the Vol-

unteer Work Group on 

Monday, January 11: 

Stacey Wood, Mary-

anne Hessellhoff, Lau-

rie Murtaugh, Nancy 

Lambrose, and Megan 

McFarland.  The next 

work group will be 

held on February 1.  

Thank you to Joan Ben-

son for bringing in this 

monthõs cultural arts 

performers.  

 

Thanks to Liz Doyle 

and Leslie Iacovellio 

for sponsoring the 

Reading Incentive Pro-

gram and organizing 

the grand finale to the 

fall portion of the pro-

gram.  

Science Fair  

Mark your calendars! The 

DES science fair will be held 

Thursday, February 25 at 

6.00 pm in the All Purpose 

Room.  We need lots of vol-

unteers to help make this 

event run smoothly.   If you 

are interested in helping, 

please contact Nicola Har-

man at njharman@aol.com ; 

301-253-2938. 

 

If your child has not signed 

up to participate in the sci-

ence fair, please do so 

soon.  The science fair is 

open to all DES studentsñ

no experiment is too big or 

too small.  There is a cost of 

$3.00 to cover the tri -fold 

board that will be given to 

all participating individuals 

or groups.  

Science Fair 

Volunteer Corner  

MCPS Food and Nutrition  
Are you interested in learning more about what 

the cafeteria is serving?  Did you know that 

MCPS uses whole wheat flour and applesauce 

to make their chocolate chip cookies?  Did you 

know you could find nutrient and allergen in-

formation on the MCPS website.  If you want to 

learn more about school meals and how the 

food gets to all of our 200 MCPS schools,  watch 

the YouTube video at http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVa85hmtzoY  

Itõs Cold Outside . . . 
and sometimes inside!  

 

Some classrooms  in our building are cold 

and some are very warm and it can vary 

from day to day.  To keep the children com-

fortable and focused on learning throughout 

the day (no matter which room they are in), 

please consider dressing your children in 

layers so that they are prepared for the un-

even temperatures around the building.  
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